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As we all know the venerable TRiumph power plant found its calling in the TR2.  The TR2 was developed on a low 
budget, and equipped with an engine robust enough to power a farm TRactor.  
The idea had begun in the 1930s when Standard supplied chassis and engines to William Lyons, father of the Jaguar. But 
Sir John Black, then the managing director of the Standard Motor Co. Ltd., viewed him as a competitor, and his ambition 
was to compete with Lyons in the sports car field. By 1948 the 1800 Roadster evolved into the 2000 Roadster with a 2.1 
litre overhead-valve four, also used in the Ferguson TRactor, the Standard Vanguard sedan, and the Morgan sports car.  

At the 1953 Geneva Motor Show Black introduced the TRiumph TR2.  

The TR2's performance was excellent. Engineer Grinham and race driver Ken Richardson modified the sturdy but 
underpowered (68 horsepower) Vanguard engine, read TRactor engine. They reduced displacement from 2,088 cc to 
1991cc to bring it under 2.0 litres. They beefed up such items as the cylinder head mounting studs, added twin SU 
carburetors, a higher lift cam, and higher compression, and gradually got it up to 90 horsepower. It was still a TRactor 
engine! 

All Triumph aficionados are aware of all the automotive improvements that followed in the continuing TR3, TR4 and TR4a 
models.  Not the least of which was the surrey top, in dash air vents, disk brakes and the list goes on. 

Why, you may ask, am I going through all this well known history?  Simple; every one of these innovations were taken and 
adopted by Porsche.  They quickly and with predictable efficiency incorporated them into their cars and then claimed them 
as their very own.  One excellent example: the Surrey Top – Targa Top.  And it’s still happening today, 24 years after the 
last TR8 rolled off the Solihull production line.  As proof; note the picture below from the Montreal Gazette of 11 May 
2005.  And…. doesn’t it look like a pre-war Ferguson???? 

Happy Motoring, 

Tom. 
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Upcoming Events: 
 
Tuesday June 14, 2005 – 8:00 pm to 9:30 pm 
Description: Member meeting. 
Location: Orange Julep, Decarie boulevard  
 
Saturday June 18, 2005 – 8:30 am to 11:00 am 
Description: Open house for coffee, brioches and TR tech talk discussions at Barry’s. 
Directions: From Decarie, go on Jean Talon east 
  Turn left at the first light after Cote des Neiges;  
  Turn left on Laird Blvd 
  Continue approx to intersection and turn right on St Claire 
  Continue approx 3 intersections to Stanstead 
  Turn Right, look for Barry’s house: 470 Stanstead, TMR 
 
July 8-10, 2005 – all day - Sommet des Légendes 
Description: Vintage car races at the circuit Mont Tremblant. 
More info: http://www.lecircuit.com/en/events.htm 
 
Saturday/Sunday July 30-31, 2005 – Granby International Auto show 
Description:     Over 2000 antique cars, 30000 visitors, auction for 100 cars, 400 merchants. 
Location:         Parc Daniel-Johnson, Granby 
Time:               Saturday 8:00 am to 5:00 pm, Sunday 8:00 am to 3:00 pm 
Organized by: V.A.G (Voitures Anciennes de Granby) 
More info:        www.vagi.qc.ca/gi.html 
 
Saturday Sept 10, 2005 – British Car and Motorcycle day at the Rockburn Pub in Hinchinbrook, Québec 
Description:     An informal fun event at an old style English pub in the apple grower “south-west townships”  
   country side. Last year over 100 vehicles attended, plus many motorcycles as well 
Location:          Ye Olde Pub in Rockburn, Quebec 
Time:               11:00 am onwards, Pub opens at lunch time, people stay for lunch, or all afternoon. 
Organized by:  Montreal MG club 
More info:        More details to follow, we may organize a convoy like last year. 
 
Saturday/Sunday Sept 17-18, 2005 – British Invasion, Stowe, Vermont 
Description:     The best car event in the East with over 500 British cars, a must participate event on Saturday.  

Pre-registration before September 5th required. (refer to web-site). Usually 10 or more Montreal        
 Club members attend. Registration is open if you want to ensure to receive your gift pack. 

Location:         Weeks Hill Road, special events field, Stowe, Vermont 
Time:               Participants for Saturday must arrive between 8:30 am to 10:00 am to be allowed on the field  
  with your car. As visitors you may arrive anytime. The day event closes approx 5:00 pm,  
Organized by: Chris Francis and Michael Gaetano  
More info:        www.britishinvasion.com 
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Sunday Sept 18, 2005 - Toronto Triumph Club British Car Day 
Description:     This is the largest all British event in North America with over 1000 cars 
Location:         Bonte Creek Park, near Oakville, Ontario (20 miles west of Toronto) 
Time:               10:00 am onwards 
Organized by: Toronto Triumph club (TTC) 
More info:        www.britishcarday.com 
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The great British Car Week website as published in the May issue is still not to be missed: 
www.britishcarweek.org 
 
Beaconsfield British Car Show - Centennial Park 
(by the editor) 
 
The 8:30 am Breakfast at the Bowen residence was a great success, delicious breakfast, good company and 
beautiful weather. The street was fun filled with at least 10 TR’s and 16 members, friends, spouses and 
neighbours in attendance. Five more TR’s joined us at Park. 
 
At 10:00 am we all left for a short drive to Centennial Park in Beaconsfield. The event was well attended with 
over 200 British cars on the field. From our club attended: Don Elliott (TR3A); Al Wiebe (TR3A), Don Pooles 
(TR3A);  David Bowen (TR3A); Barry Shefner (TR3A); Tom Snabl (TR4); Kim Sheehan (TR6); Les Pitcher 
(TR6); David Orcutt (TR6); Chris Thompson (TR6); David Yardley (TR6); Cliff Davies (TR6); Arnold (TR6); 
Joe Vine (Spitfire); Razmik (Herald) and Victor (on his Suzuki). Next outing we challenge the TR3’s to 
outnumber the TR6’s. We all enjoyed a nice picnic in the park and celebrated Kim and Les’ first anniversary as 
a TRiumph couple (see picture in the park). 
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Attached are the photos showing the present state of the 1960 TR3A that I (we) are restoring.  It has been sprayed all 
under and insind in British Racing Green so the shop who does the final finishing and painting won't have to turn it upside 
down.  All the rest has been glass peened and coated with vinyl wash so it won't rust.  Most of the panels have also been 
sprayed with primer on the inside.  I now have to find someone who is good at this but it seems August is about the time 
when I can be slotted in at any of the body shops who would be willing to do it. 
  
In the photo of the rear, that's my neighbour Jean Leblanc on the left and my Brother John of the right. 
  
I am now considering that we spray the engine compartment here and put the tub back onto the frame, then we can put in 
the dashboard and the steering wheel.  In this way the body shop will be able to roll it around on its own wheels so they 
won't need a dolly just to move the tub alone, and we can continue the progress on it till August gets here. 
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A note from the Editor: 
 
Our attempt is to continue keeping you informed on news items and events in the club which will make us enjoy 
driving these great automobiles. Should you wish to organize an event, share a short story article, share some 
pictures, want to place an “ad”, or should you wish to add other names and or websites to our reference lists 
please let me know at: 
arnold.van-nieuwburg@hp.com  
or mail your info to our P.O Box 871 in Pointe Claire, as mentioned above on page 2. 
 
Many thanks to Don Elliott and Alcide Lessard for their articles in the May issue. 
 
�
Membership fee reminder: 
For those very few who have not submitted their membership fee please send your cheque for $20.00 payable 
to:   
Club Automobile TRIUMPH Canada Inc 
P.O Box 871, Pointe Claire - Dorval 
Quebec, Canada H9R 4Z6   
��������������������������������������������������� ������������  
For Sale: 
 
For Sale: - GL4 Differential Oil for club members – call Alcide Lessard at 450-689-4440 
 
Wanted: 
 
- Place your request here in the next issue… 
 
Tech Tips and Member Questions: 
 
Tech Tip, by Tom Snabl 
 
Poor acceleration  and "sputtering" during acceleration may be due to a low oil level in the carburetor dashpots. 
Automatic transmission fluid works well in some carbs, but not in others. The old recommendation of "the same oil as 
used in the engine" is a good place to start. If this gives too lean a mixture on acceleration, try a slightly heavier oil; if too 
rich, then a lighter oil is indicated. Fill to within 1/4 inch of the top of the hollow air piston rod. Do not overfill! 
 
Keeping Rear Window Clean : Seeing through the rear window on your British roadster begins to get problematic as the 
plastic gradually goes from transparent, to translucent, to opaque. There are some exotic remedies offered for sale but 
good old auto wax keeps them sparkling and clear. Just do the rear window inside and out whenever you wax the car it 
protects the plastic from the elements. The mild abrasive even seems to remove the film that may build up if you've waited 
too long between wax jobs. Just be sure that you start with a clean window so as not to grind dirt or grit into to your 
window. 
 
Cheers and happy motoring 
Tom. 
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Montreal Triumph Club:    www.rucompatible.com/triumphmtl 
Rendez-vous des Anglaises du Québec:  www.carvaq.org 
Ottawa Valley Triumph Club:    www.ovtc.net 
Other club links:     http://www.rucompatible.com/triumphmtl/links.htm 
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Barry Shefner TR2-3-4 website - Montreal  www.rucompatible.com/triumph 
The Triumph Home Page –UK   www.team.net/www/triumph 
Vintage Triumph Register VTR – USA  www.vtr.org  
Spitfire & GT6 magazine    www.triumphspitfire.com 
International Spitfire database   http://members.cox.net/spitlist/index.html 
Triumph Bulletin Board    http://www.british-cars.co.uk/triumph/ 
British Car Week     www.britishcarweek.org 
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Chris Hollum Imports - Lachine   514-639-4639  
Clément & Richard Boies Inc - St-Léonard   514-328-8868  
Long Motors (Victoria British) - USA  800-255-0088 or: www.longmotor.com 
Mario Boies Inc - Brossard    450-444-2900 or: www.marioboies.com 
Moss Motors - USA     800-667-7872 or: www.mossmotors.com 
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Brittanicar - Lachine (Len)     514-336-6661 <len.bell@sympatico.ca> 
Britauto - Lachine (Jon Nichols)    514-634-6330 <jnichols@total.net> 
Centre Automobile Coventry - St-Léonard (Sylvain)  514-983-3910 
Garage Serge - Montréal (Serge Attar)   514-875-6890 
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