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Warm sunny days and cool nights and the thought of falling leaves for me are the signal that another LBC Classic is just 
around the corner.  Of course I'm referring to the British Invasion at Stowe, Vermont.  This year is BI XV and if history 
repeats itself and the weather holds out it should be bigger and better than BI XIV.  The first time I went was, at the 
insistence of Dave Geller, in 1992 for BI II.  To tell the truth I wasn't expecting much other than a long drive, a few tired 
LBC's in a cow pasture and a long drive home.  Also in the back of my mind was the nagging thought that an unplanned 
mechanical gremlin was going to ambush me just after the next bend in the road.  We made it with out incident particularly 
through the last, best and most enjoyable part of the drive; the final few miles including the run through Smuggler's 
Notch.  A wonderful climb up and over the Spruce Peak from Jeffersonville and down to Stowe.  This has got to be one of 
the best (although far too short) LBC drives anywhere, including tight at the top where the road narrows down to one lane, 
at a particularly sharp right hand curve and just to make it even more interesting for the unsuspecting motorist at the apex 
of the curve a massive boulder which I suspect was just too big for the road crews to move. 
  
We made it - without incident!  The venue was magnificent, situated a little north-east of the village, a large flat [short] 
grass field which on a pothole scale of 1 to 10 (10 being undriveable for a Range Rover) was probably 1 1/2.  Montreal 
streets on the other hand, in my opinion, are somewhere in the 7 to 8 range.  The show itself was small with not much 
more than 100 or so cars mostly runners but some exceptionally well restored examples of finer British motoring.  Over 
the years BI has grown to become the largest exposition of British cars on the east coast.  With the promise of sunny, dry 
weather, the changing fall colors and a super scenic locale it’s not unusual to see 650 plus cars on the field.  From Alvis to 
Zephyr including TRiumphs, class split into TR2/3, TR4/250, TR6 to 1973, TR6 from 1974, TR7/8, Spitfire and GT6 and 
Other TR's (Stag, Herald etc).  
  
From a personal perspective while the format doesn't change much from year to year, it’s a perfect opportunity to go for 
"one more drive", to renew friendships made over the years and catch up on news from other LBC aficionados.  And with 
the ever growing number of vendors and other sellers you may be surprised to find just the exact part that you've been 
looking for.  If you've never been I can highly recommend it, and suggest you "try it out" and if you've been there before 
you know what I'm talking about. 
  
On another subject; the Club's resident Spitfire expert and racer Alcide Lessard reports that he's once more improved his 
lap times at a recent Mosport weekend.  Cid managed to slash two seconds off his previous times.  Can we expect to see 
a Team Lessard challenging the leaping horse in a few years???  On the down side these great results were at a cost of 
one transmission, cutting short Cid's season.  But, with lessons learned I'd be willing to bet a quart of 20-50 that next year 
we can expect even more seconds cut from the lap times.  More news and technical talk are promised by Cid for the next 
newsletter. 
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Besides Stowe, David Yardley will be hosting a breakfast Saturday September 10th, preceding the drive to the Rockburn 
show but more on that below.  Hope to see you all there. 
 

  Happy MoToRing, Tom 
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Saturday Sept 10, 2005  – British Car and Motorcycle day at the Rockburn Pub in Hinchinbrook, Québec 
Breakfast: 9:00 am - Prior to departure we meet at 9:00 am for coffee and breakfast at David Yardley in Baie d’Urfe.  
                         Take Morgan exit from Highway 20, go Morgan south, turn left on Victoria, turn right on  
                          Lakeview, look for # 13 on the left side of the street. For those who are unable to go to Rockburn, please 
  join us for breakfast at David’s with or without your Triumph; again 13 Lakeview, Baie d’Urfé, H9X 3A9 
Departure: Approx 10:15 am from David Yardley’s house in Baie d’Urfe 
Description: An informal great fun event at an old style English pub in the apple grower “south-west    
  townships” country side. Last year over 100 vehicles attended, plus many motorcycles as well. 
  Last year 8 cars and 17 members, spouses and friends participated. This is one of those “must do”                  
  events. 
Location: Ye Olde Pub in Rockburn, Quebec 
Time:  11:30am onwards, Pub opens at lunch time, people stay for lunch, or all afternoon. 
Organized by:  Montreal MG club 
 
Tuesday September 13, 2005  – Member meeting at 8:00 pm 
Location: Tom Snabl 
4861 Madison Avenue, Montreal, QC 
Tel: 514-487-1803 
 
Saturday/Sunday Sept 17-18, 2005  – British Invasion, Stowe, Vermont 
Description:     The best car event in the East with over 500 British cars, a must participate event on Saturday.  
  Pre-registration before September 5th required. (refer to web-site). Usually 10 or more Montreal Club  
  members attend. Registration is open if you want to ensure to receive your gift pack. 
Location:         Weeks Hill Road, special events field, Stowe, Vermont 
Time:               Participants for Saturday must arrive between 8:30am to 10:00am to be allowed on the field   
  with your car. As visitors you may arrive anytime. The day event closes approx 5:00pm,  
Organized by: Chris Francis and Michael Gaetano  
More info:        www.britishinvasion.com 
  
 
Sunday Sept 18, 2005  - Toronto Triumph Club British Car Day 
Description:     This is the largest all British event in North America with over 1000 cars 
Location:         Bonte Creek Park, near Oakville, Ontario (20 miles west of Toronto) 
Time:               10:00am onwards 
Organized by: Toronto Triumph club (TTC) 
More info:        www.britishcarday.com 
 

�
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We are happy to announce our new family member: 
Mathias  was born Wednesday August 17th at 03:27, weighing in at 7 lbs 7 oz. 
It all went great and both mother and son are healthy and well. 
All the best, Lucie, Frank, Viviane and Mathias. 
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On a beautiful and sunny Saturday day we enjoyed a great 4 hour drive via Pointe-Fortune for lunch on the Ottawa river, 
followed by a ferry crossing to the north side of the river, a drive to OKA to purchase and taste some cheese and delicious 
chocolate covered blue berries, then via Laval-sur-le-Lac to the Île Bizard ferry for our return to Montreal. Al, Don and 
David’s in TR3A’s were in the majority compared to my TR6; normally it is the other way around, so where were all those 
TR6’s? Richard (TR6) thanks for meeting us and seeing us off at Canadian Tire, your shopping trip was well timed. 
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Here is a preview; the real story will unfold in the next issue. 
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10 TR’s; 20 members, spouses and friends enjoyed a friendly and fun BBQ on August 18th from 6:30 to 10:00 pm at 
Pauline and Arnold’s. It was great to see a good turnout on such a beautiful summer evening. The BBQ and BBQ’er 
worked hard, the TR club had a ravenous appetite with no leftovers to be had for the next day. Andy brought picture 
printouts and stories on the progress of his GT6 project. Norma and her husband Allan joined the first club event in their 
TR6. Eddy decided to take the Spitfire for the run and leave the TR6 in the garage. Alcide was competing at Mosport. 
A few of the Triumphs were competing for their usual territorial markings, which may have been won by a “red TR3”. 
Since we had 3 “red TR3’s” in the line-up, I’ll let the owners take a guess. 
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- 1978 Spitfire , BRG, 106K kilometers, hardtop, soft-top and boot, new tires and exhaust, electric fan, new windscreen 
washer hoses, Described by owner as a good runner with no rust and no oil leaks. Price: $6,000 firm.  
Call Roy (514) 695-7849 in Point Claire. (friend of club member Les Pitcher) 
 
- Differential Oil  - GL4 - for club members – call Alcide Lessard at 450-689-4440 
 
- Triumph ’s on Auto Hebdo web: www.hebdo.net 
Recently noticed a 1969 GT6 and a 1965 and 1967 TR4. 
 
- 1976 TR-6 Pimento Red with overdrive  
Thorough quasi frame-off reconstruction in 2002 by Brittanicar (the frame did not need work but was sufficiently separated 
from the body to change all the rubber mounts) Engine rebuilt, head shaved to increase compression. 
New P.I. cam, electronic ignition, electric cooling fan, electric fuel pump, higher capacity generator, SU carbs, oil cooler, 
etc. Overdrive was replaced with British rebuilt unit; new paint, new upholstery, dashboard, steering wheel, etc. 
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In 2004 - New wiring harness, new starter. In 2005 - Diff rebuilt with new crown and pinion gears; new clutch master 
cylinder. 
Over the last twelve years, just about everything has been repaired, improved or simply spiffed up.  
All service has been done by Brittanicar during my twelve years of ownership. 
Asking $19500. (Negotiable)  
This great automobile is “reluctantly” being sold by club member Philippe Lalande at (514) 937 8222 or (514) 343 7911. 
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The Triumph mechanic  
A Triumph mechanic was removing cylinder heads from a TR6 when he spotted a local heart surgeon in his shop who 
was standing off to the side, waiting for someone to come take a look at the maintenance required on his TR3. The 
mechanic shouted across the garage; "Hello Doc, please come over here for a minute." The surgeon, a bit surprised, 
walked over to the mechanic. The mechanic straightened up, wiped his hands on a rag and asked argumentatively. "So 
Doc, look at this, I also open hearts, take valves out, grind'em, put in new parts, get the oil and the gas flowing properly 
again and when I finish this will work as good if not better than a new one. So how come you get the big money, when you 
and me is doing basically the same work?" The doctor leaned over and whispered to the mechanic "Try doing this when 
the engine is running!" 
 
Five surgeons are taking a coffee break...  
1st surgeon: "Accountants are the best to operate on because when you open them up, everything inside is numbered." 
2nd surgeon: "Nah, librarians are the best. Everything inside them is in alphabetical order." 
3rd surgeon: "Try electricians! Everything inside them is color coded." 
4th surgeon: "I prefer lawyers. They're heartless, spineless, and gutless and their heads and their butts are 
interchangeable." 
5th surgeon who has been quietly listening to the conversation: "I prefer British car restorers... they always understand 
when you have a few parts left over at the end." 
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Since we're on the subject of car shows I thought it might be interesting to discuss washing techniques and detailing: 
  
Prewash preparation   
First, go over areas that have bugs or rubber residue with "Bug & tar remover". 

Whitewall tires - use a strong cleanser on a sponge or even better a scouring pad and rub vigorously. 

Chrome and alloy spoke wheels - use a good chrome wheel cleaner spray. Do one wheel at a time and remember to 
wash off within 30 seconds of application 

Chrome trim - Use a chrome polish to remove oxidization. For heavy residue, scour with very fine steel wool. 

Washing  

Wash the car using a mild soap detergent. Ordinary dishwashing liquid does a fine job. Pour a capful into a pail and apply 
using a wash mit or large sponge. Remove the soap with water under pressure from your garden hose.  

Drying after washing  

A "Chamois" is the best thing to use to dry a newly washed car. Wet the chamois cloth thoroughly and then twist it to 
remove the water in the cloth. Once it's wet, it will absorb all the water droplets on your car after washing and it avoids 
streaking. Lay it over the body part and put it towards you, (just like the car wash guys do) twist often to remove excess 
water. Get a good sized one and the drying job goes a lot faster. 
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Restoring the lustre on old paint  

Absolutely get yourself a decent orbital waxing machine if you intend to wax fairly regularly i.e. twice a month say. The 
orbital machine takes a lot of the grunt work out of doing a good job. 

Over time, the finish on your car deteriorates due to oxidization and build-up of dirt and grime. If you want your car to 
sparkle, then you have to remove whatever is over the paint right. The best product to use is a "Fine cut" type 
polishing/rubbing compound and to go over the entire car with the orbital machine. This will remove any dirt, oxidization, 
old wax and any surface imperfections on the paint. Just doing this alone will bring a lot of luster back into an old paint job 
and make it look brand spanking new. Use lots of water and don't stay in one area with the orbital machine for too long 
however as you can end up going right through a couple of coats of paint if you aren't careful.) Do this once every couple 
of years and your car will look like new. 

Waxing  

There are more waxes for cars out there than there are cars I think). As for various wax types, my favorite products are 
from "Meguiar's" or "Mother's". (You should be able to find it at any car parts/detailing shop) Basically waxing is a 2 step 
system: 

Step 1 Go over the car with paint cleaner or "cleaner - wax". It's the same type of thing as rubbing compound but way less 
aggressive. If you merely want to remove old wax and oxidization from your paint, then this is sufficient. Apply it with your 
orbital machine and after 20 minutes, remove residue using a dry terrycloth rag.  

Step 2 - Apply a polish (also called wax) which enhances the paint finish. I like the "Mirror glaze Professional Hi-Tech 
Yellow wax" or the "Mirror Glaze Professional Show car Glaze" These are easy to apply and maintain and really make 
your car shine. You simply apply by hand all over the paint with a clean terrycloth rag. Use a clean terrycloth rag to 
remove any excess and bring the polish to a good lustre. If you want even more lustre, go over it with the orbital machine 
using a clean terry cloth pad.  

Maintaining wax   

"Quick Detailer" can be used to touch up your wax job in specific places like after someone puts their paw down on your 
fender.  

Interior vinyl, leather, rubber parts, tops, tonnea u and sidecurtains  

Apply a good cleaner such as "Spray 9" and wipe off dirt and grime. 

Apply an enhancer such as "Total Look" which leaves an oily film and makes everything glisten. (Second choice would be 
"Armourall")  

Windows, mirrors & gauge lenses  

Spray on Windex and wipe clean with a terrycloth rag or paper towel   

Engine compartment  

The engine compartment is the most difficult area to clean and maintain. To remove grease and grime, the best thing to 
use is acetone on a terrycloth rag which should not affect your paint. Check a small area before applying. Use an old 
toothbrush to get to hard to reach places. Acetone is pretty strong stuff so it should remove just about anything covering 
your paint. Once your engine compartment is clean, wax it to keep grease and grime from attaching to the paint.  
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These products can be viewed on our Club website: www.rucompatible.com/triumphmtl 
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Thanks to the members who submit articles, pictures and volunteer for events, this is what keeps the club interesting! 
Please contact Tom or myself with ideas, events or suggestions. 
Since the newsletter was to be my temporary assignment for 2005, anyone wishing to help with the Newsletter in 2006 
would be most welcome and very much appreciated. As always our attempt is to continue keeping you informed on news 
items and events in the club which will make all of us enjoy driving these great automobiles.  
(arnold.van-nieuwburg@hp.com) 
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These products can be viewed on our Club website: www.rucompatible.com/triumphmtl 
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Montreal Triumph Club:    www.rucompatible.com/triumphmtl 
Rendez-vous des Anglaises du Québec:  www.carvaq.org 
Ottawa Valley Triumph Club:    www.ovtc.net 
Other club links:     http://www.rucompatible.com/triumphmtl/links.htm 
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Barry Shefner TR2-3-4 website - Montreal  www.rucompatible.com/triumph 
The Triumph Home Page –UK   www.team.net/www/triumph 
Vintage Triumph Register VTR – USA  www.vtr.org  
Spitfire & GT6 magazine    www.triumphspitfire.com 
International Spitfire database   http://members.cox.net/spitlist/index.html 
Triumph Bulletin Board    http://www.british-cars.co.uk/triumph/ 
British Car Week     www.britishcarweek.org 
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Chris Hollum Imports - Lachine   514-639-4639  
Clément & Richard Boies Inc - St-Léonard   514-328-8868  
Long Motors (Victoria British) - USA  800-255-0088 or: www.longmotor.com 
Mario Boies Inc - Brossard    450-444-2900 or: www.marioboies.com 
Moss Motors - USA     800-667-7872 or: www.mossmotors.com 
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Brittanicar - Lachine (Len)     514-336-6661  len.bell@sympatico.ca 
Britauto - Lachine (Jon Nichols)    514-634-6330  britauto@jonnichols.com 
Centre Automobile Coventry - St-Léonard (Sylvain)  514-983-3910 
Garage Serge - Montréal (Serge Attar)   514-875-6890 
Bernard Belavance      514-592-7818  makes house calls only 
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