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I can’t say that I've driven my TR all that much last month.  What with the heat and humidity and (maybe more important) 
the availability of an air conditioned TRuck my choice was clear.  To heck with the open air motoring and feel of the road. 
Plus, to make matters worse there was always the possibility to get caught in one of the monsoons that seemed to come 
every other day.   I can just see the headline in the paper's the next day; "Small sports car washed away by flood waters 
on the 20.” “The driver was last seen clinging to a wooden dash waiting for rescue."  No I don't think so; at least not in this 
lifetime.   
  
On the plus side I did manage to get one job done that I was avoiding like the plague.  That is changing the outer window 
seals on both doors.  Yah sure, real simple!!! Read the workshop manual, seven clips and a little tool you can make out of 
an old hack saw blade.  The worst side, the drivers door took 3 hours, which also necessitated removing the inside door 
panel.  The passenger side, with all the gained experience took 30% less time.... only 2 hours.  So does that mean that 
I'm an expert and will be able to do seals for the entire club?  Not a chance, this is something that every TR owner should 
experience for themselves, at least once.  However, I'd be more than happy to lend out my home made door clip insertion 
tool, now part number TS22289764-004, (my number) to anyone foolish enough to give this job a try.  BTW this tool looks 
nothing like the one in the manual and would probably wind a prize for being the ugliest tool in anyone’s tool box. 
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Congratulations go out to Alcide Lessard (pictured above) who finally made it to his first official race in June at Mosport 
Motor Speedway finishing a very respectable 14th out of a field of 33.  Cid started his journey in late 1999 when after 
much consideration settled on a low mileage 1969 Spitfire Mk III.  Once completely disassembled, this was going to be a 
frame-off restoration.  The tub removed, cleaned, sandblasted, repaired, straightened and painted which took until Nov 
2000.  Most of 2001 was spent rebuilding the suspension and getting all the electrics in top working order.  2002 Cid took 
care of the hydraulics, engine, transmission and differential with the first test runs at St. Eustache in November of that 
year.  2003 included roll bars, doors, windshield and other safety equipment.  You may think this is a long time to do 
[apparently] not a lot of work but you have to remember Cid is a perfectionist.  Every part down to the smallest bolt had to 
be original (or better) and every part had to be completely understood as to how it was suppose to function.  More testing 
and tryouts at St. Eustache and Mont Tremblant, each phase another step to Cid's goal of having the absolutely best in 
his class.  Super work Cid!!!!  And, I'd encourage anyone planning or in the process of doing a frame-off to talk to him. 
 
In closing, please join me in extending a warm welcome to our 3 new club members: 
Norma Moore – 1976 Green TR6 
Joe Vine – 1975 Red Spitfire 1500        
André Jean – 1960 TR3A 
Welcome to the club and we invite you to join the events to meet your fellow TR members…………… 
 

  Happy Motoring, Tom 
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Saturday August 13, 2005  – Member ferry, fun and lunch drive  
Departure:  11:00 am at the Canadian Tire parking lot in Kirkland (north east side of St. Charles and Trans   
  Canada (hwy 40)). 
Lunch:  On the Ottawa river at the best Sauerkraut and German sausage casse-croute this side of the   
  ocean at the ferry in Pointe Fortune. This small ferry restaurant has enjoyed several great write-ups in our 
  local newspapers.  
Drive:  We’ll do a good combination of country roads, highways and 2 ferry’s crossings across the Ottawa river. 
  Detailed directions and map will be shared at the meeting point. Bring some folding chairs.  
  No confirmation required, just show-up. 
Weather: Dry we go, in case of weather doubt check your e-mail by 9:00 am or call Arnold at 951-3176. 
    
 
Thursday August 25, 2005  – Member meeting at 6:30pm 
Location:  at Arnold van Nieuwburg 
  78 Héritage in Beaconsfield, H9W-3V3 
  Hot dogs, Hamburgers and refreshments served; friends, spouses and companions are welcome.  
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Saturday Sept 10, 2005  – British Car and Motorcycle day at the Rockburn Pub in Hinchinbrook, Québec 
Breakfast: 9:00 am - Prior to departure we meet at 9:00 am for coffee and breakfast at David Yardley in Baie d’Urfe.  
                         Take Morgan exit from Highway 20, go Morgan south, turn left on Victoria, turn right on  
                          Lakeview, look for # 13 on the left side of the street. For those who are unable to go to Rockburn, please 
  join us for breakfast at David’s with or without your Triumph; again 13 Lakeview, Baie d’Urfé, H9X 3A9 
Departure: Approx 10:15 am from David Yardley’s house in Baie d’Urfe 
Description: An informal great fun event at an old style English pub in the apple grower “south-west    
  townships” country side. Last year over 100 vehicles attended, plus many motorcycles as well. 
  Last year 8 cars and 17 members, spouses and friends participated. This is one of those “must do”                  
  events. 
Location: Ye Olde Pub in Rockburn, Quebec 
Time:  11:30am onwards, Pub opens at lunch time, people stay for lunch, or all afternoon. 
Organized by:  Montreal MG club 
 
Saturday/Sunday Sept 17-18, 2005  – British Invasion, Stowe, Vermont 
Description:     The best car event in the East with over 500 British cars, a must participate event on Saturday.  
  Pre-registration before September 5th required. (refer to web-site). Usually 10 or more Montreal Club  
  members attend. Registration is open if you want to ensure to receive your gift pack. 
Location:         Weeks Hill Road, special events field, Stowe, Vermont 
Time:               Participants for Saturday must arrive between 8:30am to 10:00am to be allowed on the field   
  with your car. As visitors you may arrive anytime. The day event closes approx 5:00pm,  
Organized by: Chris Francis and Michael Gaetano  
More info:        www.britishinvasion.com 
  
Sunday Sept 18, 2005  - Toronto Triumph Club British Car Day 
Description:     This is the largest all British event in North America with over 1000 cars 
Location:         Bonte Creek Park, near Oakville, Ontario (20 miles west of Toronto) 
Time:               10:00am onwards 
Organized by: Toronto Triumph club (TTC) 
More info:        www.britishcarday.com 
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On Saturday, July 16th, I decided to drive to Ottawa for their first British Car Day.  It was organised by all the British Car 
Clubs in the region.  The public announcer was from the Cornwall Club.  The weather was great and there were about 110 
cars there when I arrived about 10:45 AM, the total finally reached close to 160.  It was loosely organised as far as the 
placement of the cars in the park next to the beach at Britannia Bay, along the Ottawa River about 5 miles upstream from 
the Parliament Buildings. 
  
There were about 5 TR3A's, a TR4, about 6 or 7 TR6's about 5 TR7's, 5 TR8's, a Herald and a Stag.  I would have to say 
that there may have been 15 or more Spitfires. 
  
I set up my TR3A next to a silver TR7 who had followed me from about Exit 51 where I had stopped to fill up with cheaper 
Ontario gas.  It turned out to be Ron Frose from Pincourt.  His father bought the TR7 new in 1982 from Decarie Motors 
and later gave it to Ron who was there with his daughter Erica.  Ron was at the Orange Julep the last time the club 
members were there for a member meeting. 
  
During the afternoon, a fellow and his wife walked over and said they wanted to buy my TR3A.  I explained that it wasn't 
for sale.  I had seen her drive-in in her XKE and he brought his XKE as well.  He asked how much TRusty was insured for 
and when I replied $30,000.00, he said that would be no problem.  After I repeated that it wasn't for sale, he insisted that I 
take his card with his phone number and e-mail address on it - because "maybe in 10 years you will change your mind." 
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Pictures above and those of Don Elliott’s “Trusty” are courtesy of André Rousseau of the Ottawa Valley Triumph Club.  
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On August 1st, just got back from the 2005 VTR convention in Rockport, Illinois and am pleased to announce that I won a 
second place  for the “Early TR3A” category in the concourse plus a gold achievement  award and also as I impressed 
the folks there so much with my ability to change my rear axle which busted just as I arrived at the 2005 VTR event in the 
parking lot that they threw in the VTR hard luck award  to boot!  My second place win was with my 9 year old well driven 
restoration effort and 21K miles on the TR3A since then. The competition was against many sparkling, spanking brand 
new looking trailer queens. I have been to 5 VTR conventions since 1996 and I’ve always managed a Gold or Silver 
achievement award, but I have never had the pleasure of being in the top 3 in the Concourse. {I was always a bridesmaid 
and never a bride} So I drove “just” 2500 miles in 6 days and I felt like a pretzel, but well worth the effort. 
Had zero problems getting there but ran into quite a few headaches getting back including a flat tire and shredding my 
spare, losing my generator mounting bolts and a gas gushing leak out of my front carburetor. Anyways back home now 
safe and sound after an eventful return trip. Oh BTW, this year’s VTR convention featured the Triumph Stags and there 
were approx 33 Stags who came out to participate. It was the biggest gathering of Triumph Stags ever assembled in one 
spot! 
If you are interested there are more pictures of my TR3A at: http://www.rucompatible.com/triumph/Barry%20Shefner.htm 
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Stay tuned, story to follow in next issue. 
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There has been no visible change in the progress on the body.  Paint is scheduled for August/September and further 
progress will be reported in our September newsletter.                                        
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- 1978 Spitfire , BRG, 106K kilometers, hardtop, soft-top and boot, new tires and exhaust, electric fan, new windscreen 
washer hoses, Described by owner as a good runner with no rust and no oil leaks. Price: $6,000 firm.  
Call Roy (514) 695 7489 in Point Claire. (friend of club member Les Pitcher) 
 
- Differential Oil  - GL4 - for club members – call Alcide Lessard at 450-689-4440 
 
- Triumph ’s on Auto Hebdo web: www.hebdo.net 
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- A mountain or touring bike which can take a beating, my son’s bike was stolen at a Metro station, so anyone with an 
extra adult bike taking up space in the garage and which is for sale, please call Arnold at 951-3176. 
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Tech Tip, by Tom Snabl 
 
Battery Corrosion 
 
To avoid acid residue build-up on battery terminal posts and cable clamps, place a copper penny on top of the battery 
between the battery posts. (The copper penny will usually stay in place without falling off.) The copper in the penny will 
absorb the acid residue from the posts and keep the terminal posts and cable clamps clean. On older batteries that 
appear to give off more acid residue, add an additional penny and place each penny one to two inches from the posts. 
Make sure that there are no exposed areas of the battery cables near the post terminal clamps, since the stranded copper 
cables will also absorb acid residue. In about 6 to 9 months, the penny will turn into a small lump of greenish powder. 
Merely wipe off the powder with a paper towel and replenish with another copper penny as required.  
 
Cheers and happy motoring 
Tom. 
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These products can be viewed on our Club website: www.rucompatible.com/triumphmtl 
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Our attempt is to continue keeping you informed on news items and events in the club which will make us enjoy driving 
these great automobiles. Should you wish to organize an event, share a short story article, share some pictures, want to 
place an “ad”, or should you wish to add other names and or websites to our reference lists please let me know at: 
arnold.van-nieuwburg@hp.com, or mail your info to our P.O Box 871 in Pointe Claire. 
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Montreal Triumph Club:    www.rucompatible.com/triumphmtl 
Rendez-vous des Anglaises du Québec:  www.carvaq.org 
Ottawa Valley Triumph Club:    www.ovtc.net 
Other club links:     http://www.rucompatible.com/triumphmtl/links.htm 
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Barry Shefner TR2-3-4 website - Montreal  www.rucompatible.com/triumph 
The Triumph Home Page –UK   www.team.net/www/triumph 
Vintage Triumph Register VTR – USA  www.vtr.org  
Spitfire & GT6 magazine    www.triumphspitfire.com 
International Spitfire database   http://members.cox.net/spitlist/index.html 
Triumph Bulletin Board    http://www.british-cars.co.uk/triumph/ 
British Car Week     www.britishcarweek.org 
 
��������������������������������������������������� ������������  
 
�
�
�
�
���
�� �
������������������	
������
	����	
��
	������	��	��	 
�������������
��������	����	���
�	�	��������	����� 
	����
�����������  
Chris Hollum Imports - Lachine   514-639-4639  
Clément & Richard Boies Inc - St-Léonard   514-328-8868  
Long Motors (Victoria British) - USA  800-255-0088 or: www.longmotor.com 
Mario Boies Inc - Brossard    450-444-2900 or: www.marioboies.com 
Moss Motors - USA     800-667-7872 or: www.mossmotors.com 
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Brittanicar - Lachine (Len)     514-336-6661  len.bell@sympatico.ca 
Britauto - Lachine (Jon Nichols)    514-634-6330  britauto@jonnichols.com 
Centre Automobile Coventry - St-Léonard (Sylvain)  514-983-3910 
Garage Serge - Montréal (Serge Attar)   514-875-6890 
Bernard Belavance      514-592-7818  makes house calls only 
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