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This month I though I'd have a little fun with words more specifically the differences between British English and American 
English and with Canadian English being somewhere in the middle.  Especially when it comes to automotive terms.  
Anybody that drives an LBC certainly has come across more than his share, we all know: 
  
Boot = trunk 
Petrol = gas 
Wing = fender 
  
But how about the really off the wall terms?? 
  
My accumulator keeps going flat since I changed the dynamo.  I was on the motorway when an Artic collided with an 
estate and a shooting brake.  Both needed a flat bed lorry to take them away.  
  
In order: battery, generator, tractor-trailer, station wagon, [another] station wagon and of course truck 
  
Then there are the so-called "Common" Auto Abbreviations 

WHITWORTH SOCKETS: Once used for working on older British cars and motorcycles, they are now used mainly for 
impersonating that 9/16 or 1/2 socket you've been searching for the last 15 minutes. 

HYDRAULIC FLOOR JACK: Used for lowering an automobile to the ground after you have installed your new disk brake 
pads, trapping the jack handle firmly under the bumper. 

8-FOOT LONG 2X4: Used for levering an automobile upward off a hydraulic jack handle. 

TWEEZERS: A tool for removing wood splinters. 

PHONE: Tool for calling your neighbours to see if he has another hydraulic floor jack. 

PHONE (alt.): Tool for calling your brother-in-law to see if he has your CLAMPS 

E-Z OUT BOLT AND STUD EXTRACTOR: A tool ten times harder than any known drill bit that snaps off in bolt holes you 
couldn't use anyway. 
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And, some Common Abbreviations 

IMO = In My Opinion  
IMHO = In My Humble Opinion  
RTM = Read The Manual  
RTFM = Read The (Fun, Foolish, F.....) Manual  
SWAG = Scientific WAG (at least one reason for the guess exists)  
WAG = Wild-Assed Guess 
  
I expect that we've all seen or heard most of not all of these.  Still it continues to amaze me that in this day and age we 
still "phone" for the "8 foot 2 x 4" as soon as we make a "WAG" because we don't want to "RTFM"  but we do want to 
motor our LBC on a sunny day. 
  
On a more serious vein, I received an e-mail with the sad news that John Day's wife Lorie passed away.  John and Lorie 
besides being long standing members of the OVTC were also instrumental in founding our Club.  Without Lorie and John's 
hard work I doubt that we would have a club in the Montreal area.  To John, his family and the members of the OVTC our 
condolences and thoughts.  Thank you Lorie. 
 

   

Happy MoToRing,  

Tom  
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��� www.britishcarweek.org 
 
British Car Week has become an annual tradition that occurs during the last full week of May. This celebrated week has 
been chosen as a commemoration for the wonderful British automobiles of the past, and their enthusiastic owners, who 
have so proudly kept them maintained for all to see and appreciate many years after their production. This special week is 
intended for all British car owners to get their British cars out on the roads in their little corner of the world, and give them 
the exposure they so rightly deserve. While not only heightening the awareness of these charming vehicles for new 
enthusiasts, it will also help assure their preservation for many years to come for others to appreciate.�
 

�
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Sunday May 28, 2006 – Member and family breakfast prior to leaving for Hudson British Car Show  
Time:   8:45 am to 10:00 am 
Departure: for Hudson at 10:00 am from Bob’s Bistro 
Location:  Chez Bob Home-style Bakery and Bistro - in the village of Beaconsfield. 

445 Beaconsfield Boulevard, Beaconsfield. 
Take the Woodland exit going north from highway 20; turn left on Beaconsfield Boulevard and Bob’s is on 
the left side in the village. Lot’s of parking available. Tel: 514-697-2234 

 
Sunday May 28, 2006 – Hudson British Car Show  
Once in Hudson, follow Main Road and turn on Blenkinship Road.  
Enter the show field at St.Thomas Park. More details can be found in this newsletter 
Event opens at 9:00 am and closes at 4:00 pm. Also check: www.hudsonantiquecarclub.com 
 
June 10-11, 2006 – all day - Sommet des Légendes 
Description: Vintage car races at the circuit Mont Tremblant. 
More info: http://www.lecircuit.com/en/events.htm 
 
Saturday July 15, 2006 – Ottawa British Car day 
Location: Brittania Beach Park, Nepean 
Time:  Saturday 10:00 am to 4:00 pm 
Convoy: If anyone intends to go to Ottawa, please contact the editor; we may start a convoy  

drive to Ottawa. 
More info: www.ovtc.net 
 
Saturday/Sunday July 29-30, 2006 – Granby International Auto show 
Description: Over 2000 antique cars, 30000 visitors, auction for 100 cars, 400 merchants. 
Location: Parc Daniel-Johnson, Granby 
Time:  Saturday 8:00 am to 5:00 pm, Sunday 8:00 am to 3:00 pm 
Organized by: V.A.G (Voitures Anciennes de Granby) 
More info: www.vagi.qc.ca/gi.html 
 
Saturday Sept 9, 2006– British Car and Motorcycle day at the Rockburn Pub in Hinchinbrook, Québec 
Description: An informal fun event at an old style English pub in the apple grower “south-west townships”   
   country side. Last year over 100 vehicles attended, plus many motorcycles as well 
Location: Ye Olde Pub in Rockburn, Quebec 
Time:  11:00 am onwards, Pub opens at lunch time, people stay for lunch, or all afternoon. 
Organized by: Montreal MG club 
More info: More details to follow, we may organize a convoy like last year. 
 
Saturday/Sunday Sept 16-17, 2006 – British Invasion, Stowe, Vermont 

TRIUMPH  is the featured marque this year, let’s join in g reat numbers!!! 
Description: The best car event in the East with over 500 British cars, a must participate event on Saturday.  

Pre-registration before September 1st is required. (refer to web-site). Usually 10 or more Montreal        
 Club members attend. Register early if you want to ensure to receive your gift pack. 

Location: Weeks Hill Road, special events field, Stowe, Vermont 
Time:  Participants for Saturday must arrive between 8:30 am to 10:00 am to be allowed on the field   
  with your car. As visitors you may arrive anytime. The day event closes approx 5:00 pm,  
Organized by: Chris Francis and Michael Gaetano  
More info: www.britishinvasion.com 
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Sunday Sept 17, 2006 - Toronto Triumph Club British Car Day  
Description: This is the largest all British event in North America with over 1000 cars 
Location: Bonte Creek Park, near Oakville, Ontario (20 miles west of Toronto) 
Time:  10:00 am onwards 
Organized by: Toronto Triumph club (TTC) 
More info: www.torontotriump.com 
 
 
 
May 28, 2006 Hudson British Car Show  

See details in event calendar for breakfast meeting and club drive to Hudson. 

Location: Hudson, Quebec, Canada Phone: 450-458-3389 Fax: Website: www.hudsonantiquecarclub.com  Email: 
info@hudsonantiquecarclub.com Additional Info: Greg Ross - Show Organizer Rain or Shine All British Marques 
including Motorcycles.  No Entry Fees.  Great Goody Bags for first 300 cars. Sponsors - Decarie Motors / McAuslan 
Breweries / Castrol / Canadian Tire / Silver Wheels / POR 15 

Once in Hudson, follow Main Road and turn on Blenkinship Road. - Enter the show field at St.Thomas Park.             
Event opens at 9:00 am and closes at 4:00 pm. 
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Here is the web site of a fellow Triumph owner who has a TR6.  
Very interesting! 
  
http://www.smithtr6.com/ 
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Here is a video about 24 minutes long of in-car video from the pace lap to the finish in a TR4.  Jon Ellison finished 2nd in 
his class and set a new fastest lap for his class.  Watch out for the TR6’s and the D-Jags. Check the hands on the 
steering wheel in the corners, takes a while to download, but is pretty cool to watch!  
  
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-7266323492186420779 
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On Barry’s TR2-TR4 website (www.rucompatible.com/triumph) there are some images of a TR4 and "Trusty", which were 
drawn by a British artist. The gentleman had contacted Barry a few months ago asking for a site link and he managed to 
get him to do a painting of Don Elliott’s Trusty. Perhaps some of the club members would be interested in having a portrait 
done of their Triumph as well. Also sounds like a great gift idea. 
 
This is a unique opportunity to have your own TR po rtrait painted by UK artist Paul Rumney. Below 
you will find 2 examples of Paul's extraordinary wo rk done in water color/ pencil & acrylic on A3 size 
board (Approx 17 1/2" x 12" / 42cm x 30 cm). Paul w ill paint your Triumph from any good quality JPEG 
image of reasonable size and which is not blurred. C ost is £80.00p plus approx £12-18p for posting and 
packing cost as may be required by the buyer. (Roug hly $175 USD at today's exchange rates) Payment 
can be made through Paypal. 

                      

 

      Above work commissioned for Don Elliot's TRusty     Above work commissioned for a TR4 owner 

“I have been painting seriously for the last three y ears but I only started painting cars in 2005, my f irst 
commission was a 1967 Mini cooper, which I was quit e nervous about attempting, as I have always 
painted in acrylics but somehow water colours seem to suite the car pictures better."  
  

Click here to contact :  Paul Rumney   or    rumney@play32.fsnet.co.uk  
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2006 membership statistics: 
 
We are 46 members: 16 in Montreal; 16 in the West Island; 6 on the South-shore; 6 in the Laval region and 2 in 
Ontario. We collectively own 10 x Spitfires; 14 x TR3; 3 x TR4; 16 x TR6; 1 x TR7; 1 x TR8; 2 x GT6;  
1 x Triumph Herald; 4 MG’s and probably a few other British classics in various state of “projects”. 
 
For anyone who hasn’t had a chance yet: please mail your $20.00 - 2006 membership dues to: 
 
Club Automobile TRIUMPH Canada Inc 
PO Box 871 Pointe Claire - Dorval 
Quebec, Canada  
H9R 4Z6 
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In 1950 Triumph unveiled a new innovative sports model the TR-X which looked amazingly futuristic for the time! 
Unfortunately due to the complex design and production costs only 3 cars were ever completed before the model was 
dropped. The TR-X featured a sleek open body with alloy double-skinned panels and pop-up headlamps, which would not 
be seen on a Triumph again until the TR7 in 1976. The TR-X was sometimes called the Silver Bullet or the Roadster. 

The TR-X used a tuned Standard Vanguard engine and a special Electro-hydraulic overdrive transmission (which must 
have seemed revolutionary in 1950!). The next Triumph sports car would not arrive until 1953; it was the more 
conventional TR2. 
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- Place your ad here, contact the editor   
 

- For sale : Triumph Tiger 500cc motor bike, 1970,  13180 miles, $3600.00 
    Call Arnold at 514-428-2194  Picture below…….. 

 

 
 
 

- Differential Oil  - GL4 - for club members – call Alcide Lessard at 450-689-4440 
 
 
For our GT6 enthusiasts, seen on the AutoHebdo website: 
 

-TRIUMPH GT-6 ; 1969, 6 cylindres, 4 vitesses, 2 portes, au (514) 229-1263 ou (514) 229-2056. 
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I just know that there will be more than a few of you that will be taking your LBC out on a "longer that to the local dep trip"  
So, in order to make your drive less stressful this months tech tip covers some of the more common items to pack in the 
Boot. 
  
 
Preparation for an extended journey involves, as much as anything, plain common sense. Usually this begins with a 
thorough inspection of the car as follows: 
Engine compartment:  
- Check all fluid levels and top up as necessary. 
- Inspect hoses and belts for wear and cracking. 
- Make certain that all electrical connections are clean and tight. 
- Check carburetors for leaks, and if applicable, add oil to the dashpots. 
Outside:  
- Inspect tires for cuts and wear and inflate to proper pressure. (Don't forget the spare!) 
- Turn on all the lights and check for burned out bulbs. Make certain that both high and low beams are functioning 
properly.  
- Honk the horn! 
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Tools:  
While many of our cars might have had factory tool kits, over the years they have either lost some of the tools or been 
removed from the car entirely. Carry at least the following:  
- Pliers; needle nose and regular 
- Screwdrivers; a couple of sizes of both straight and Phillips 
- Feeler gauge: just in case you need to reset the points 
- Indulge your own little idiosyncrasy with a favourite type of tool.  
- Jack and lug wrench or wheel hammer-are they really there? Better check! 
- File: carry a point file; fuel pumps can be given enough life to get you home if you file the points. 
- Electrical tape and wire, these items are pretty self-explanatory and very, very useful. 
- Wrenches; a basic set of combination wrenches is an absolute necessity, make certain that they are of the appropriate 
type for your car. I.e. Whitworth, S.A.E., Metric etc. 
 
Spares:  
The spare parts you carry will really be dictated by how recently things were replaced. If your fan belt is fairly new, it 
wouldn't make much sense to carry a spare. I always carry spark plugs, points and condenser. Just use your own 
judgement here, based on what you feel you might need, how long the trip will be and how far your route will take you 
from civilization. A couple of quarts of oil and at least a gallon of water are absolute musts.  And lastly a cell phone.   
  
Happy Motoring. 
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**    Alcide Lessard added a new name  to our British Parts and Repair section: Robert Michaud of Robert Mécanique et 
Pièces d’autos Anglaises.   Alcide mentioned that Robert is his highly regarded racing mechanic and that Robert is now 
organized to provide service and parts from a commercial location to other British Car owners. Robert can be reached at 
450-687-6840 or desautel@total.net.  
 
**    Volunteers  who would like to organize a club event are instrumental to keep the club interesting for all. Please 
contact Tom or Arnold with your ideas, requests or offers to help. 
 
**    In search for Newsletter Articles:  The Newsletter is a collection of your news, your articles and your pictures for the 
benefit of all members. It is our attempt is to continue keeping you informed on items and events in the club which will 
make all of us enjoy driving these great automobiles. Please submit your Triumph related stories, pictures, etc to: 
(arnold.van-nieuwburg@hp.com) 
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These products can be viewed on our Club website: www.rucompatible.com/triumphmtl 

�
�������������� �
 
Montreal Triumph Club:     www.rucompatible.com/triumphmtl 
Rendez-vous des Anglaises du Québec:   www.carvaq.org 
Ottawa Valley Triumph Club:     www.ovtc.net 
Toronto Triumph Club:     www.torontotriumph.com 
Other club links:      http://www.rucompatible.com/triumphmtl/links.htm 
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Barry Shefner TR2-3-4 website - Montreal   www.rucompatible.com/triumph 
The Triumph Home Page –UK    www.team.net/www/triumph 
Vintage Triumph Register VTR – USA   www.vtr.org  
Triumph Bulletin Board     www.british-cars.co.uk/triumph/ 
British Car Forum      www.britishcarforum.com 
British Car Week      www.britishcarweek.org 
Spitfire and GT6 Magazine    www.triumphspitfire.com 
Spitfire and GT6 Megasite     www.teglerizer.com/triumphstuff/index.html 
Spitfire NL      www.triumphspitfire.nl 
International Spitfire database    http://members.cox.net/spitlist/index.html 
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Chris Hollum Imports - Lachine    514-639-4639  
Clément & Richard Boies Inc - St-Léonard    514-328-8868  
Mario Boies Inc - Brossard     450-444-2900 or: www.marioboies.com 
Robert Michaud – Laval     450-687-6840 or: desautel@total.net 
Long Motors (Victoria British) - USA   800-255-0088 or: www.longmotor.com 
Moss Motors - USA     800-667-7872 or: www.mossmotors.com 
British Parts (BP) NorthWest    503-864-2001 or: www.bpnorthwest.com 
The Roadster Factory     800-283-3723 or: www.the-roadster-factory.com 
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Brittanicar - Lachine (Len)      514-336-6661 or: len.bell@sympatico.ca 
Britauto - Lachine (Jon Nichols)     514-634-6330 or: britauto@jonnichols.com 
Centre Automobile Coventry - St-Léonard (Sylvain)    514-983-3910 
Robert Michaud – Laval      450-687-6840 or: desautel@total.net 
Garage Serge - Montréal (Serge Attar)    514-875-6890 
Bernard Belavance      514-592-7818       makes house calls only       
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