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Many times, like most of you I’ve puzzled over some of the many quirks and eccentric designs of our LBC’s.  So, this 
month I thought I’d educate myself in the darkest and most enigmatic aspects of “What were the Brits drinking when they 
came up with something like this,” specifically Whitworth fasteners. 
 
First a little history: In the 19th century whenever any British factory needed to bolt something to something else, they 
devised their own fastener.  Naturally this caused all sorts of problems, particularly with compatibility.  Now that’s an 
interesting concept.  So along came a Mr. Whitworth who invented a standardized system of course threads.  55 degrees 
thread angle with rounded roots and crests.  Nice!! 
 
Now we all know that standardization is a good thing, and please don’t try to tie me to the pseudo guru from down south, 
I’d bet my TR that she never even sat in an LBC, never mind a TRiumph.  Anyway, along with his threads came heads for 
the bolts.  These were based on the length (the side of one flat) rather than across the flats.  However, there is no simple 
fractional number for the length across the flats, which is why our standard wrenches don’t fit.  Also the fractional number 
found on Brit spanners refers to the diameter of the bolt (1/4, 3/8 etc) just like the American system.   Simple so far, 
right??  Some years later the Brits decided they needed a finer pitch for certain applications so another thread series was 
introduced with the same 55 degrees thread angle.  They also decided that the heads were too big for the bolts so for 
most applications so they switched to using the next size smaller head.  Because of this, and to add one more bit of 
confusion to life, one manufacturer would mark a particular spanner “3/8BS” while a different manufacturer would mark 
the exactly same sized wrench “7/16W”.  And.... thy both fit the same diameter bolt. 
 
Following for your entertainment are just a few of the bizarre Whitworth standards. 
 
British Standard Whitworth (BSW) 
 
These are the original 19th century course threaded industrial bolts which were designed to hold locomotives together.  
Because of their coarse pitch, they are more prone to vibrate loose, so are of little use on LBC’s.  Except for the ½”; where 
the Brits use 12 tpi and Americans use 13 tpi.  The thread pitches are the same for American Unified Course (UNC).  
However, the “thread form” is different.  Whitworth = 55 degrees and UNC = 60 degrees.  Consequently mismatched bolts 
and nuts mate (more-or-less) nicely, so you are just as likely to find a UNC bolt where a BSW should be, or......visa versa. 
 
British Standard Fine (BSF) 
 
This is a finer pitch thread somewhat similar to the American Unified Fine (UNF) although unlike the BSW/UNC none of 
the pitches are common with UNF. 
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British Association (BA) 
 
Just to be a little different, 47 ½ degrees thread angle!!!!!  This is a metric thread system devised (not designed) by the 
Brits for small screws used in components like speedos, etc. These are definitely not metric but with diameters 
determined by a factor proportional to a power of the logarithm of base 10 of the thread pitch in millimetres.  This I am 
NOT making up!!  Typically a Whitworth socket set will include a 0BA socket and possibly a 2BA, a bigger number (yes) 
but for a smaller socket. 
 
Well, getting this far has generated a massive migraine and a phobia for the next time I have to remove something from 
my TR. 
 
Oh, yes, if anyone understands any of this please join us for a discussion during our next member meeting on Tuesday 
July 19 th chez Tom  or submit a letter for our newsletter. 
 

          Happy Motoring, Tom 

 
 
Upcoming Events: 
 
July 8-10, 2005 – all day  - Sommet des Légendes 
Description: Vintage car races at the circuit Mont Tremblant. 
More info: http://www.lecircuit.com/en/events.htm 
The “Rendez-vous les Anglaises” British Car Club (José Santos) organizes a drive to the circuit on Saturday July 9th; they 
have a special entry rate and all British cars get a prime parking spot across the pit area and in front of the starting line. 
Our club has been extended an invitation to join them; leaving at 8:00am from the McDonald’s at “La Porte du Nord” on 
Highway 15; exit 51, just after St. Jérome; or just join the group at your own leisure on the grounds of the Circuit Mont 
Tremblant. Last year I joined the event and it was a great experience; you also have access to the pit area in between the 
races. 
 
Saturday July 16, 2005  – All British Car Day in Ottawa 
Description: First annual Ottawa British Car Show with over 180 British Cars expected 
Location: Situated on the historic Lakeside Gardens by Britannia Beach 
Time:  Saturday 10:00am to 4:00pm, followed by a dinner at a different location (refer to website) 
Organized by: Ottawa region British Car Clubs 
More info: http://www.britishcarday.ca/ 
 
Tuesday July 19, 2005  – Member meeting at 8:00pm “chez Tom” 
Location: Tom Snabl 
4861 Madison Avenue, Montreal, QC 
Tel: 514-487-1803 
 
Saturday/Sunday July 30-31, 2005  – Granby International Auto show 
Description:     Over 2000 antique cars, 30000 visitors, auction for 100 cars, 400 merchants. 
Location:         Parc Daniel-Johnson, Granby 
Time:               Saturday 8:00 am to 5:00 pm, Sunday 8:00am to 3:00pm 
Organized by: V.A.G (Voitures Anciennes de Granby) 
More info:        www.vagi.qc.ca/gi.html 
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Saturday/Sunday August 6-7, 2005  – Concours d'élégance annuel VAQ, Chambly 
Description: A good show in a great setting, with many antique cars of all makes and models, and    
  special section reserved for the Brits. 
Location: Fort-Chambly, Chambly Québec  
Time:  Saturday 8:00am to 5:00pm, Sunday 8:00am to 3:00pm 
Organized by:  VAQ (Voitures Anciennes de Québec) 
More info:        514-990-9111 
 
Tuesday August 16, 2005  – Member meeting at 8:00pm 
Location:  West Island, tbd 
 
Saturday Sept 10, 2005  – British Car and Motorcycle day at the Rockburn Pub in Hinchinbrook, Québec 
Description: An informal great fun event at an old style English pub in the apple grower “south-west    
  townships” country side. Last year over 100 vehicles attended, plus many motorcycles as well. 
  Last year many of our members participated. 
Location: Ye Olde Pub in Rockburn, Quebec 
Time:  11:00am onwards, Pub opens at lunch time, people stay for lunch, or all afternoon. 
Organized by:  Montreal MG club 
More info: More details to follow, we may organize a convoy like last year. 
 
Saturday/Sunday Sept 17-18, 2005  – British Invasion, Stowe, Vermont 
Description:     The best car event in the East with over 500 British cars, a must participate event on Saturday.  
  Pre-registration before September 5th required. (refer to web-site). Usually 10 or more Montreal Club  
  members attend. Registration is open if you want to ensure to receive your gift pack. 
Location:         Weeks Hill Road, special events field, Stowe, Vermont 
Time:               Participants for Saturday must arrive between 8:30am to 10:00am to be allowed on the field   
  with your car. As visitors you may arrive anytime. The day event closes approx 5:00pm,  
Organized by: Chris Francis and Michael Gaetano  
More info:        www.britishinvasion.com 
  
Sunday Sept 18, 2005  - Toronto Triumph Club British Car Day 
Description:     This is the largest all British event in North America with over 1000 cars 
Location:         Bonte Creek Park, near Oakville, Ontario (20 miles west of Toronto) 
Time:               10:00am onwards 
Organized by: Toronto Triumph club (TTC) 
More info:        www.britishcarday.com 
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Very well attended by 12 members we held our meeting, tech discussions and calibration of   
dual TR6 carburetors until noon. We all learned something and Les was going to adjust his TR6  
carburetors as well over the weekend after Barry’s demonstration on Arnold’s car. The hospitality,   
coffee and  brioches were well appreciated by all members. Thank you Susan and Barry!! 
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The Father Day Antique car Show at the Ste Anne de Bellevue Veteran’s Hospital is held annually from  
11:00am to 3:00pm for the benefit of the veterans and their families. 
The show consisted of approx 35 to 40 classic cars and 5 antique tractors, including 5 British cars as  
follows: an original 1946 Bentley from Senneville; two TR6’s (one from St.Bruno), one TR3A and a 1959   
100/6 Austin Healey from Lancaster.  TR club members Al, his son Alexandre (TR3A) and Arnold (TR6) attended  
until approx 1:00pm. There were several Model T Fords and a few classic Cadillac limos. 
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Well attended by 6 TR’s with drivers, partners and spouses, we drove the scenic route to Hudson via  
The Lake of two Mountains water front roads. We stopped for a great breakfast at the Viviry restaurant,  
followed by a drive to the Hudson based Finnegan’s Antique and Collectables market, which was busier  
than ever on this most beautiful sunny day. As we drove in we received many compliments from the  
market visitors about our TR’s line-up. Some good finds and purchases were made and we returned  
homeward around 12:30pm. 
 

         
 



5of 11                                                Club Automobile Triumph Canada Inc.                                    July, 2005 

         
�
��������������������������������������������������� ������������ �
�
� ���	��
������"����#$������	��
������"����#$������	��
������"����#$������	��
������"����#$���� ��� ����
 
Below is a reprint of an article in the APRIL issue of CARGUIDE for the enjoyment to our members. 
The article was written by Max Wickens and is re-printed with his permission for our club readers. 
 
OAKVILLE, Ontario – What a difference a few decades can make – British Cars Rule again!!  
 
British cars are popular across Canada again – roughly 25 years after they were virtually laughed off the market. 
 
Their popularity has been an up and down affair.  In the late 1940s, ‘50s and ‘60s, British cars were almost as popular in 
Canada as Japanese and Korean branded models are today.  Then, at the end of the ‘70s, British autos all but vanished 
from the North American market. 
 
So nowadays, it’s a surprise to discover that British cars are hot again and that some Canadians can’t get enough of 
them.  Because veteran enthusiasts have already scoured farms and garages for restorable cars, other would-be owners 
have begun importing them from the United Kingdom, the United States and elsewhere. 
 
The results of their home-garage restorations are to be seen increasingly cruising Canadian roads on spring, summer and 
fall weekends as owners and their families flock to club events – scenic tours, barbeques and flea market gatherings. 
 
All of which brings a touch of nostalgia to those who remember the postwar years when British immigrants flooded into 
Canada and purchased cars from their homeland as routine family transportation. 
 
At one point, the British-built Austin A-40 Devon became Canada’s fifth best selling family car, right behind larger models 
from Chevrolet, Ford, Plymouth and Pontiac.  Indeed, in the late ‘40s, Austin’s sold so well in Canada that the company 
started building and tooling an assembly plant in the east end of Hamilton, Ontario.  The project was shelved before 
completion, but the building still stands as part of a steelmaking complex. 
 
Event Detroit-based automakers got into the postwar British import game.  Unable to produce enough “domestic” cars 
here, Ford of Canada routinely imported at 16,000 British-built cars each year well into the ‘60s.  GM Canada did much 
the same with thousands of Vauxhalls.  Even Rootes Group – later absorbed by Chrysler – sold Canadians thousands of 
Hillman sedans, Sunbeam sports cars and Humber luxury cars. 
 
Unfortunately, consumers lost confidence after some importers failed to adapt their cars to Canadian conditions, then 
neglected to ensure dealership mechanics knew how to service these new small cars with high-revving European 
engines. 
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Even so – and contrary to popular legend – many such imports still gave passable daily service. 
 
Hints of trouble surfaced on two fronts in the late ‘60s and early ‘70s. 
 
In Britain, the government had relentlessly exploited the auto industry as an export-only source of dollars to help repay 
war debts.  This slowly crippled UK automakers by depriving them of re-investment in quality control, factory maintenance, 
retooling and vehicle development.  At the same time, factory managers lost control of an increasingly restive workforce. 
 
Meantime, North American importers of German and Japanese cars were driving their business in the opposite direction, 
demanding – and winning – constant improvement to the vehicles shipped by their factories.  (Earlier, some of the cars 
they shipped to Canada had been little better than their British competitors in terms of quality, reliability and durability.) 
 
Coincidentally, as their fortunes ebbed and flowed, British, European and Asian import automakers discovered common 
ground because all offered sporty products and easily affordable “tuner” parts.  This allowed Canadian motor sport 
enthusiast a brief heyday of European style production-car road-racing and performance rallying. 
 
Nostalgia for this era remains, but Oakville, Ontario-based Tony Fox, chairman of the 500-member British Saloon Car 
Club of Canada, says the big attraction of old British cars now lies in prices far more reasonable than mainstream 
“collectible” Detroit cars; technology so simple that families can restore their cars with commonly available tools in a 
garage at home, and easily obtained replacement parts. 
 
Most of all, Fox notes there are dozens of Canadian clubs nationwide, all offering lively programs of activities plus good 
companionship.  (Most can easily be located on the web.) 
 
Members meet year-round and bring their cars to outdoor events between spring and fall. 
 
The biggest of these – reputedly the biggest in North America – s British Car Day, staged each September for the past 21 
years in southern Ontario.  Lately it’s been held each September at Bronte Creek provincial Park on the boundary 
between Oakville and Burlington, Ontario. 
 
It’s coordinated by the Toronto Triumph club but welcomes owners of any brand of British-related vehicle.  As a result, the 
2004 event attracted an all-time record of well over 1,200 vehicles, thousands of attendees and a large parts flea market. 
 
This past year, there was a paddock full of Triumphs ranging from an 1800 Roadster and a Herald to 17 Stags – believed 
to be the largest display of this model ever staged in Canada.  Some Canadian attendees had never seen a Stag because 
the model was never marketed in Canada. 
 
There were rows of MG’s of all ages and types as well as numerous variations on the original Mini.  Jaguars were well 
represented along with a scattering of Daimlers.  There was also a strong contingent of Bentley and Rolls-Royce cars, 
including a 1923 Rolls built in Springfield (Mass.), a rare sight in Canada. 
 
Possibly the oddest sights were a former London Transport Routemaster double-decker bus, a well preserved bus-bodied 
British Motor Corporation Canada motor sport support vehicle, and a Wolseley sedan outfitted as a police car complete 
with its bell. 
 
Didn’t they used to say there will always be an England? 
 
By: Max Wickens 
 
 

�
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There has been no visible change in the progress of the body.  Don sent the wire harness to Rhode Island Wiring where 
they put a new loom over the existing harness.  This worked out much cheaper than a new wire harness; including 
the shipping and GST/PST, the total was $232.00 CDN. Paint is scheduled and further progress will be made during the 
month of August.                                        
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A note from the Editor: 
 
Our attempt is to continue keeping you informed on news items and events in the club which will make us enjoy driving 
these great automobiles. Should you wish to organize an event, share a short story article, share some pictures, want to 
place an “ad”, or should you wish to add other names and or websites to our reference lists please let me know at: 
arnold.van-nieuwburg@hp.com, or mail your info to our P.O Box 871 in Pointe Claire. 
 
Many thanks to Don Elliott for his article and pictures in the June issue. 
 

 
For Sale: 
 
- GL4 Differential Oil  for club members – call Alcide Lessard at 450-689-4440 
 
- Ad noticed in June 29th issue of West Island News & Chronicle paper: 
 Spitfire 1978 ; 1500cc; hard and soft tops; 122000km; 4 speed; excellent condition, many new parts; 
 negotiable at $6600; 514-626-3982 
 
- TR6 spotted for sale in Hudson on July 2nd. White color and probably 1974 or later, call 450-458-1476. 

 
  

Wanted: 
 
- Place your request here in the next issue… 
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Tech Tips and Member Questions: 
 
Tech Tip, by Tom Snabl 
With thanks to Mike Graham of the Ottawa Valley Triumph Club.   
I think this is one that could be well worth to install.  Prices of course are subject to supplier etc. 
 
Rather Safe than Sorry  
 
There are numerous horror stories of people having to go to great lengths to open the hoods (bonnets) on their TR6s if 
the cable release breaks. Some time ago I decided to be safe rather than sorry. Here is the approach I took to installing a 
supplementary hood release.  

This is a very inexpensive fix as the total cost was less than $2. The cable I used came from Princess Auto and accounted 
for the entire cost of the project. This particular cable came with a threaded portion that I secured to the firewall (actually 
the inside of the passenger side foot well) with two nuts. See Figure 1 for the overall layout of the release mechanism. I 
shortened the cable to about 6 inches by carefully cutting the plastic external sheath and then cutting the inner steel cable 
about 2 inches longer than the plastic outer sheath (total length is therefore about 8 inches). The handle for the release 
was made from the plastic bottom of an old trophy. Two holes were drilled in the handle to hold the steel cable. The 
smaller hole allows the steel cable to pass through; the second hole runs about half way down the first hole to allow the 
crimp at the end of the cable to "lock" in place (see Figure 1). The other end of the release features a brass bolt used to 
hold a household toilet to the flange on the floor. A hole was drilled into the bolt (close to the flat surface) to allow the steel 
cable to pass through and a coupler for a clothesline was used to finish the end of the cable so it would not unravel.  

 

 

Figure 1 : Components of the supplementary hood release.  

I drilled a hole in the arm of the hood release mechanism to accommodate the attachment bolt. This turned out to be the 
most difficult part of the project because this piece is very hard and proved to be extremely resistant to sharp, new drill 
bits. Eventually, though the drills won. Next it was just a case of feeding the assembly in from the passenger side foot 
well, tightening the nut holding the cable in place, and snugging up the bolt holding the cable to the release arm (see 
Figure 2). This arrangement gives a very direct pull on the arm and makes the hood release very easy to pull.  
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Figure 2 : Supplementary hood release installed (the arrow shows the new cable).  

I have not been forced to use this new release in an emergency, but have tried it several times and it works very well. It is 
worth the few minutes it took to make and install for the piece of mind it provides. 

Cheers and happy motoring 
Tom. 

 
 
Club Merchandise: 
 
 
These products can also be viewed on our Club website. 
Contact Tom Snabl by e-mail at: tomsnabl@sympatico.com, or phone at 514-487-1803, should you wish to purchase 
any of these items: 
 
   
  

Windscreen Decals  

- Attractive 5 Color Club Logo, Mounts under glass (recommended placement lower RHS of windscreen) 
                                                                                    

 

$2.00 
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Club crests  
- Very nice sew on color patch with original club logo (Aprox 2.5" square)                

 

$2.00 

Club Hats  
- Black baseball style cap in 100% cotton with club logo embroidered on front and fully adjustable to all sizes    

 

$20.00 

Key fobs  
 - Beautiful antique bronze on black leather with a three color enamel club logo in the center                                            

 

$10.00 

T shirts  c/w Club Emblem (White or Blue)                                                                     

       

$21.00 

Current inventory: Navy Blue (XLarge – 5; Large – 2; Medium – 1); White (XLarge – 2) 
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Montreal Triumph Club:    www.rucompatible.com/triumphmtl 
Rendez-vous des Anglaises du Québec:  www.carvaq.org 
Ottawa Valley Triumph Club:    www.ovtc.net 
Other club links:     http://www.rucompatible.com/triumphmtl/links.htm 
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Barry Shefner TR2-3-4 website - Montreal  www.rucompatible.com/triumph 
The Triumph Home Page –UK   www.team.net/www/triumph 
Vintage Triumph Register VTR – USA  www.vtr.org  
Spitfire & GT6 magazine    www.triumphspitfire.com 
International Spitfire database   http://members.cox.net/spitlist/index.html 
Triumph Bulletin Board    http://www.british-cars.co.uk/triumph/ 
British Car Week     www.britishcarweek.org 
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Chris Hollum Imports - Lachine   514-639-4639  
Clément & Richard Boies Inc - St-Léonard   514-328-8868  
Long Motors (Victoria British) - USA  800-255-0088 or: www.longmotor.com 
Mario Boies Inc - Brossard    450-444-2900 or: www.marioboies.com 
Moss Motors - USA     800-667-7872 or: www.mossmotors.com 
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Brittanicar - Lachine (Len)     514-336-6661 <len.bell@sympatico.ca> 
Britauto - Lachine (Jon Nichols)    514-634-6330 <jnichols@total.net> 
Centre Automobile Coventry - St-Léonard (Sylvain)  514-983-3910 
Garage Serge - Montréal (Serge Attar)   514-875-6890 
Joseph Sfeir - 5017 Buchan          514-733-3142 
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