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I would assume many of you are just about ready to get the TR on the road.  And this generally means a long painful wait 
at the local Reggie office; I have to tell you its completely unnecessary now.  The last newsletter gave all the necessary 
information on how to do this.  I found out first hand this week just how easy it was.   
  
Enter a good friend of mine, who shall remain nameless, let’s call him Bob, for the sake of this Mot.  Well Bob isn't exactly 
a computer whiz; sure he can navigate his way around Word, Excel etc. But when it comes to something new and not on 
the day-to-day path getting through all the keystrokes correctly becomes problematic.   
  
Saturday Bob came over to the house so that we could take his TR out of the garage where it had been stored since 
October.  However, being a cautious individual and certainly not wanting to wait in the line up, he showed up 30 minutes 
early and asked to use my laptop.  I immediately assumed we would be into a long afternoon of explanations and 404 
errors.  Happily the site; both French and English options, were super clear and exceptionally easy to navigate through 
the few required steps.  Bob was done in less than 3 minutes. 
  
You need to have your old registration since you will be asked for the certificate number (not your licence plate number) 
and a valid VISA or MasterCard.  Two or three questions and you're done.  Once accepted by the system you will be 
provided with a confirmation number and the option to print out the entire transaction.  Quite impressive and efficient!   
  
For anyone that has lost the URL here you go:  www.saaq.gouv.qc.ca    click on "license your stored vehicle for road use” 
and follow the instructions.  I think I'll use it myself as soon as my interior is completed and I have everything re-installed. 
 

   

Happy MoToRing,  

Tom  
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Sometime in April  or May TBA – Classic Euro Auto visit  (we are still working on confirming a date) 
Classic EuroAuto in Brossard, has agreed to host our club for an open house session including a short presentation on 
their restoration expertise, the date is to be confirmed for sometime in April. For more information about Classic 
EuroAuto, please view their website at:  http://www.classiceuroauto.com/ 
 
Tuesday April 11, 2006 – First of the season Member meeting at 8:00 pm 
Location: Chez Tom Snabl 
4861 Madison Avenue 
Montreal; Tel: 514-487-1803 
  
Sunday May 28, 2006 – Hudson British Car Show  
Starting with Breakfast at one of our members 
More details to follow – reserve the date on your calendar. 
 
June 10-11, 2006 – all day - Sommet des Légendes 
Description: Vintage car races at the circuit Mont Tremblant. 
More info: http://www.lecircuit.com/en/events.htm 
 
Saturday July 15, 2006 – Ottawa British Car day 
Location: Brittania Beach Park, Nepean 
Time:  Saturday 10:00 am to 4:00 pm 
More info: www.ovtc.net 
 
Saturday/Sunday July 29-30, 2006 – Granby International Auto show 
Description:     Over 2000 antique cars, 30000 visitors, auction for 100 cars, 400 merchants. 
Location:         Parc Daniel-Johnson, Granby 
Time:               Saturday 8:00 am to 5:00 pm, Sunday 8:00 am to 3:00 pm 
Organized by: V.A.G (Voitures Anciennes de Granby) 
More info:        www.vagi.qc.ca/gi.html 
 
Saturday Sept 9, 2006– British Car and Motorcycle day at the Rockburn Pub in Hinchinbrook, Québec 
Description:     An informal fun event at an old style English pub in the apple grower “south-west townships”   
   country side. Last year over 100 vehicles attended, plus many motorcycles as well 
Location:          Ye Olde Pub in Rockburn, Quebec 
Time:               11:00 am onwards, Pub opens at lunch time, people stay for lunch, or all afternoon. 
Organized by:  Montreal MG club 
More info:        More details to follow, we may organize a convoy like last year. 
 
Saturday/Sunday Sept 16-17, 2006 – British Invasion, Stowe, Vermont 
TRIUMPH is the featured marque this year, let’s join in great numbers!!! 
Description:     The best car event in the East with over 500 British cars, a must participate event on Saturday.  

Pre-registration before September 1st is required. (refer to web-site). Usually 10 or more Montreal        
 Club members attend. Register early if you want to ensure to receive your gift pack. 

Location:         Weeks Hill Road, special events field, Stowe, Vermont 
Time:               Participants for Saturday must arrive between 8:30 am to 10:00 am to be allowed on the field   
  with your car. As visitors you may arrive anytime. The day event closes approx 5:00 pm,  
Organized by: Chris Francis and Michael Gaetano  
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More info:        www.britishinvasion.com 
  
Sunday Sept 17, 2006 - Toronto Triumph Club British Car Day 
Description:     This is the largest all British event in North America with over 1000 cars 
Location:         Bonte Creek Park, near Oakville, Ontario (20 miles west of Toronto) 
Time:               10:00 am onwards 
Organized by: Toronto Triumph club (TTC) 
More info: www.torontotriump.com 
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This story begins in 1972.  Bill Gray, founder of the Toronto Triumph Club, bought this car in 1972 and drove it till 1984 
when he sold it to the present owner Frank Redmond of Toronto.  Bill had bought another TR3A which he still has.  About 
1995 on his way home from the TR repair shop in Toronto, where Frank had spent $4200 on an engine rebuild, he 
suddenly found himself backwards under a semi-trailer and the left side of the car was smashed in.  Also Frank was 
hospitalized for I don’t know how long and they set his left ankle and put in several steel splints, pins and screws.  From 
this event to December 1998, the TR sat under a tarpaulin which held in the ground humidity all summer and whatever 
happens during the three winters that it sat there. 
 
I looked at the car, took some video footage of the damage and Frank sent it to me in December, a little over seven years 
ago.  I took the tub off the frame because the rust rot had crept into the frame.  Tapping the frame with a small hammer 
made me think of a croissant as the frame flaked away.  A friend who races a TR4A and lives in Iowa said he had a good 
TR3A frame that came from Utah.  He was going to be visiting friends in up-state Vermont and he trailered it there for me 
where I went down with my trailer and bought it from him for $200.00 US.  Then I started to repair the holes in the “tub”.  
The “tub” is all the center section of the body without any panels on it.  There were huge holes in the fenders and the 
flanges where the fenders bolt onto the tub were non-existent.  I put in new floors, a new “A” post for the left door, new 
rear quarter panels (dog-legs) acquired left side fenders and a door from Dave Geller and continued with MIG welding it 
all into one piece.  The metal work was just about done when I was diagnosed with bone marrow cancer and work 
continued under my supervision with my brother John and my neighbour Jean continuing for the last 18 months. 
 
They painted it all inside and underneath during the spring of 2005 and then the tub and panels went to the paint shop 
where it sat till October.  It was all done by January, 2006 when we trailered it back home and lowered it onto the black 
frame with all the suspension etc. all done by John and Jean.  Since then, during the past three months, we have made 
good progress with it looking all finished, but there are still a lot of final details still to be done.  It’ll be going back to 
Toronto this May where I hope Frank’s left ankle will be strong enough to push on the clutch pedal.  Then I can clean up 
my two-car garage which was needed during the restoration, one side for the frame and suspension while the tub 
occupied the other side. 
 
Don 
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………..Before 
and 

After…………. 
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http://www.jeffperdue.com/ 
  
 
This is an interesting frame-up restoration story of a TR6. We reprinted the “brief history” section below, makes you 
realize e-Bay purchases are not for everyone. Enjoy browsing Jeff’s website! 

Jeff’s 1974 Triumph TR6 project history 

Ok, where to begin?  Back in May of 2005, I sold my 2000 Porsche Boxster.  In addition to my wife's car (a Subaru 
Outback wagon) and my daily driver (a Subaru SVX) I've always had some type of sports car to keep me occupied on the 
weekends and holidays.  Prior to the Boxster, it was my beloved 1984 Porsche 911 Carrera.  To this day, the biggest "car" 
mistake I ever made was selling that one...but I digress.  After waving goodbye to my Boxster, I began to ponder a 
different direction in sports cars.  In addition to my 911, I also have owned two beautiful BMW 2002's as well as a fully 
restored, mint condition Triumph Spitfire.  I loved the Spit, but I knew I didn't want another one.  Then it dawned on me 
that I used to think the TR 6 was one of the most gorgeous cars I had ever seen back when I was a kid.  Now that I had 
just turned 40, I decided to rummage around on the internet to see what was out there.  Sure enough, when I saw a 
picture of one staring back at me, the old feelings stirred inside.  She still was a stunning creature even after all this time.  
I made up my mind then and there I would find a TR 6. 
 
Unfortunately, I forgot to put my thinking cap on and let my emotions and desire for a car get the better of me.  I found 
what appeared to be a fine example on e-Bay, a Maroon 1971 TR6.  I had purchased cars on e-Bay before and felt 
comfortable with the process.  I submitted my bid of $7,500 after talking with the seller and obtaining as many details as I 
could from him.  He was a fellow mid-westerner (I've lived in Northern California for over 20 years now, but I'm still a 
Hoosier from Indiana at heart) a fellow small-business owner and I just got a good "vibe" from him.  Boy was I wrong!  My 
$7,500 bid was the winning bid and, after contacting the seller to make arrangements for shipping the car from Chicago to 
California, soon I was confronted with the car in person.  Denny (the seller's first name), if you're reading this, let me just 
say the trust I placed in you was naive and you gave me just what I deserved in return: a misrepresented car in every 
sense of the word.  As soon as I saw the car, I knew I had been taken but I was not deterred.  I immediately set out to find 
my dream TR6. 
 
Again, I searched the internet and finally found what appeared to be a beautiful TR6 much closer to home in sunny, 
Southern California.  This time, I took the time to buy an airline ticket and view the car in person.  I contacted the seller 
(Roy) and he graciously picked me up at LAX after my short flight down from the San Francisco Bay Area.  We drove to 
his sports car consignment shop and he showed me the TR6 he was trying to sell.  As you can see from the exterior 
pictures on the next page, the car was (is) very beautiful on the outside.  And, once again, my emotions got the better of 
me.  Because this time, I had become the worst thing you can EVER become:  a motivated buyer!  Roy spotted that 
immediately and moved in for the kill.  He lowered his asking price by $500 before I had even mentioned a selling price.  
He was very cordial, polite and gracious and I was still stinging from my previous TR6 debacle (which was still sitting in 
my driveway) and we both wanted the deal to happen, but for diametrically opposed reasons.  He wanted to "unload" the 
car and I wanted my trophy TR6.  He got what he wanted and, for a brief time, I thought I had, too. 
 
That is, until I had racked up the grand total of about 25 miles on my latest possession.  I went out to take the car for a 
short drive around town one morning when, upon starting the engine and warming it for five minutes or so, I couldn't get 
the car into reverse.  One thing led to another until I finally made arrangements to deliver the car (via flat bed) to my 
buddy Steve's race car shop.  It all started when I asked Steve to take a look at the gearbox and let me know what the 
problem was.  He called me back into his shop later that same day to see a few things for myself.  The car was on jack 
stands as he had taken all four tires off.  The first thing he pointed out to me was how shiny and pretty (nay, PERFECT) 
the wheels looked on the outside as compared to their rusty, dirty, seemingly untouched-for-thirty-years appearance on 
the inside.  Then he directed my attention to the exposed front and rear brake and wheel hub assemblies.  The front rotors 
were rusted relics as was the entire front suspension, shocks, brake lines, rusty, dirty front springs, grime and sludge 
everywhere.  Ditto for the rear.  We then crawled under the car where a 30-plus year coating of oil, grease, dirt, sludge 
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and grime could be plainly seen.  Exhaust pipes were badly rusted.  There were exposed wires, dents and dings.  Clearly, 
this car was one thing on the outside but quite another underneath. I looked at Steve, almost pleading with him not to 
show me more.  Unfortunately, though, there was more.  Loose throttle linkages, loose steering rack, a badly banged up 
front cross member, a radiator filled with sludge, signs of overspray everywhere in the engine bay.  All were obvious signs 
of a car that had been prepped for the "quick" sale.  So, having witnessed what lie beneath the pretty paint job ( a "painted 
pig" as Steve likes to say) add Roy to the list of people in this world who are definitely smarter than me, far more clever 
than I am and certainly possessed with a keen vision for the fool walking up begging to be separated from his money.  
Now I was really mad, but mostly at myself. 
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On March 24th, I had a pacemaker implanted between my neck (collarbone) and my left shoulder.  I had been feeling out 
of breath for a long time and I just assumed that it was a result of the bone marrow cancer which has been in remission 
for 16 months now.  But a nurse at the local CLSC told me that my pulse was always between 38 to 46; instead of the 
normal 55 to 60 beats per minute.  This was making me tired, out of breath and dizzy.  So I had a 24-hour Holter test 
where they connect you with all the ECG probes and save the data for 24 hours on a sort-of Walkman.  During the night, 
the results showed many beats were down below 30 per minute.  They won't implant a pacemaker till it's below 30, so 
they called me in for the procedure.  Before they did it, I stayed over two nights during which the night nurses kept waking 
me up to know if I was OK.  They said my pulse rate was down to 21 - 24.  Most people where the pulse rate drops to 25 
will faint.  I didn't faint. 
  
And no, it is not made by LUCAS. 
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For those members who haven’t had a chance to pay their 2006 membership dues, please send your cheque or 
money order for $20.00 to: 
 
Club Automobile TRIUMPH Canada Inc 
PO Box 871 Pointe Claire - Dorval 
Quebec, Canada  
H9R 4Z6 
 
 

�
  
 
 



8of 11                                                Club Automobile Triumph Canada Inc.                          April, 2006 

                                      (�����2����3����
1�*��
,,(�����2����3����
1�*��
,,(�����2����3����
1�*��
,,(�����2����3����
1�*��
,,� ���
���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ��'�45��1����1�6�
��78�4�����'�45��1����1�6�
��78�4�����'�45��1����1�6�
��78�4�����'�45��1����1�6�
��78�4���  
�
� � � � � ���������	
��� www.britishcarweek.org 
 

British Car Week has become an annual tradition that occurs during the last full week of May. This celebrated week has 
been chosen as a commemoration for the wonderful British automobiles of the past, and their enthusiastic owners, who 
have so proudly kept them maintained for all to see and appreciate many years after their production. This special week is 
intended for all British car owners to get their British cars out on the roads in their little corner of the world, and give them 
the exposure they so rightly deserve. While not only heightening the awareness of these charming vehicles for new 
enthusiasts, it will also help assure their preservation for many years to come for others to appreciate.  
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The TR6 was the “featured car” at the recent Australian Grand Prix.  All the GP drivers rode a parade lap in a TR6.  Kevin 
Farley drove Jacques Villeneuve in his beautiful 2-tone black and metallic silver TR6.  See it all below. 
Thumbnails are at bottom of the picture. 
  
http://www.flickr.com/photos/66243303@N00/show/ 
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- Place your ad here, contact the editor   
 
- Differential Oil  - GL4 - for club members – call Alcide Lessard at 450-689-4440 
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Do you know why the British don’t make computers? 
They couldn't figure out how to make them leak oil! 
 

�
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I've received a number of phone calls in the last few weeks mostly asking questions regarding TR wiring so I figured the 
following article might be of some use. 
  
Lucas Wiring, a Simplified Approach : 

Lucas wiring systems, as used on virtually all British cars since the 1930’s, are a source of frustration and bewilderment to 
a great many sports car enthusiasts. In fact, Lucas wiring is clearly engineered around a standardized color code and 
cable size formula. This system is used on all British sports Cars, and once understood, is very simple.  

The following detailed explanation has been excerpted from a Lucas technical manual which dates from the mid 1950s.  

With few exceptions, the electrical system of a motor vehicle can be considered as a series of simple circuits, each 
consisting of the component, its switch and three wires, feed, switch wire and return. On earth return systems, the return 
circuit is provided by the frame of the vehicle, although in the case of components insulated from the chassis, an earthing 
lead is also necessary. Some variations are to be found, such as fuses, two-way switching and so on, but the principle of 
feed wire, switch wire and return remains, and it is upon this principle that the Lucas colour scheme is based. The 
insulation on feed wires carry a main color only, switch wires have the main colour of feed with a coloured tracer running 
the length of the wire, while return earthing leads are black.  

Where components are switched or controlled in the earthed side, that is, with the switch wire in the return side of the unit, 
instead of on the feed side, this is normally indicated by the use of a black tracer.  

Main colors, of which there are seven, are allocated to the circuits as shown below. The practice of feeding certain of the 
accessories through the ignition switch, and auxiliary lighting circuits through the side and tail lamp switch is 
recommended, so that the side and tail lamp switch and ignition switch wires become feeds to other circuits or, in effect, 
master switch wires.  

Brown  - Battery circuit; from battery or starter switch to ammeter or control box and (with compensated voltage control 
feeding lighting and ignition switches (and radio, when fitted) from control box terminal. Also, from starter switch to electric 
clock, inspection sockets and battery auxiliaries fuse (from which are fed electric horns, cigar lighter, interior lights, etc.). 

Yellow  - Generator circuit; from generator terminal to corresponding control box terminal and to ignition warning light.  

White  - Ignition circuit and all requirements essential when ignition is switched on but which do not require fusing, e.g., 
electric fuel pump, starter solenoid switch, etc.  

Green - Auxiliary circuits fed through ignition switch and protected by the ignition auxiliary’s fuse, e.g., stop lamp, fuel 
gauge, direction indicators, windscreen wipers, etc.  

Blue  - Headlamp circuits, fed through terminal on lighting switch.  

Red - Side and tail lamp circuits, fed from terminal on lighting switch. Included in these circuits are fog lamps, panel lights 
and other lamps required only when the side lamps are in use.  

Black  - Earth circuits. If a component is not internally earthed, a cable must be taken to an earthing point on the chassis.  
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Hopefully, the above information, combined with a proper wiring diagram for your car, will help turn that multicoloured 
mass of spaghetti into an understandable wiring system. Don't get discouraged; Lucas really did make an effort to use 
logic in their wiring. 

 

�
������1�
�����
�BCC ���
(Submit your favourite picture of any triumph inclu ding your own “spotted around town or spotted in your travels”) 
 
1935 Triumph Gloria, spotted on the web: 
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·  We would like to recognize Don Elliott for his active participation in supplying articles for our Newsletters; he 
definitely helps us raise the level of valuable content and makes my job as editor a lot easier and more fun.    
Don, thank you for your great efforts and best wishes with your health; we hope to see you on the road with 
TRusty real soon! 

 
·  We are looking for a volunteer on the West Island to host a club breakfast on Sunday May 28th prior to us leaving 

for the Hudson British Car Show. Please contact Arnold the editor. 
 
·  Volunteers who would like to organize a club event would be most welcome, please contact Tom or Arnold. 
 
·  The Newsletter is a collection of your news, your articles and your pictures for the benefit of all members. It is our 

attempt is to continue keeping you informed on items and events in the club which will make all of us enjoy driving 
these great automobiles.                                                                                                                                     
Please submit your Triumph related stories, pictures, etc to: (arnold.van-nieuwburg@hp.com) 
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These products can be viewed on our Club website:  www.rucompatible.com/triumphmtl 

�
�������������� �
 
Montreal Triumph Club:     www.rucompatible.com/triumphmtl 
Rendez-vous des Anglaises du Québec:   www.carvaq.org 
Ottawa Valley Triumph Club:     www.ovtc.net 
Toronto Triumph Club:     www.torontotriumph.com 
Other club links:      http://www.rucompatible.com/triumphmtl/links.htm 
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Barry Shefner TR2-3-4 website - Montreal   www.rucompatible.com/triumph 
The Triumph Home Page –UK    www.team.net/www/triumph 
Vintage Triumph Register VTR – USA   www.vtr.org  
Triumph Bulletin Board     www.british-cars.co.uk/triumph/ 
British Car Forum      www.britishcarforum.com 
British Car Week      www.britishcarweek.org 
Spitfire and GT6 Magazine    www.triumphspitfire.com 
Spitfire and GT6 Megasite     www.teglerizer.com/triumphstuff/index.html 
Spitfire NL      www.triumphspitfire.nl 
International Spitfire database    http://members.cox.net/spitlist/index.html 
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Chris Hollum Imports - Lachine    514-639-4639  
Clément & Richard Boies Inc - St-Léonard    514-328-8868  
Long Motors (Victoria British) - USA   800-255-0088 or: www.longmotor.com 
Mario Boies Inc - Brossard     450-444-2900 or: www.marioboies.com 
Moss Motors - USA     800-667-7872 or: www.mossmotors.com 
British Parts (BP) NorthWest    503-864-2001 or: www.bpnorthwest.com 
The Roadster Factory     800-283-3723 or: www.the-roadster-factory.com 
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Brittanicar - Lachine (Len)      514-336-6661 len.bell@sympatico.ca 
Britauto - Lachine (Jon Nichols)     514-634-6330 britauto@jonnichols.com 
Centre Automobile Coventry - St-Léonard (Sylvain)    514-983-3910 
Garage Serge - Montréal (Serge Attar)    514-875-6890 
Bernard Belavance      514-592-7818 makes house calls only 
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