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                      CLUB AUTOMOBILE TRIUMPH CANAD A, INC. 
                     Montréal 

 
                                    FORMED TO PRESERVE THE MARQUE  *  ÉTABLI POUR PRÉSERVER LA MARQUE 
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Here we are already in March and I still haven’t started on any of the TR projects I planned last October.  Yes I 
did disconnect the battery and yes I did put it on a trickle charge sometime in January.   But what about the 
other projects, rebuild the fuel pump, touch up all the stone chips, remove and re-grease the wiper motor and re-
cover the spare centre console I bought a year ago on e-bay.  But then again there are still a couple of weeks or 
months before any thought of driving again.  I still have time. 
 
All of this makes me wonder how the rest of our TR community is doing with all those promised projects.  I 
know of several cars that are under wraps, some that need just a little TLC and others that, well maybe best not 
to go there.  
 
So, with work done or not done yet I thought that we all 
could use a little support, a little encouragement or maybe 
just a little chuckle. 
 
First a little clarification on some of the indecipherable 
tools so all too often mentioned in the workshop manuals. 
 
 And just for fun, some of the off the wall ideas from those 
wonderful people who designed and built the car we all 
love to drive. A TR7/3 or 73 or yet a 37 or possibly the 
much awaited TR9? Also, maybe, just maybe the final 
irrevocable proof that the TR power plant really did start 
life as a TRactor. 
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As if trying to figure out what the designers were thinking about isn’t enough now “they” try to confuse some of 
the [other] finer things in life.  Is it Beer or is it Scotch? 
 
Thank goodness spring is just around the corner!!! 
 

   

Happy MoToRing,  

Tom  
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Sometime in April TBA – Classic Euro Auto visit  
Classic EuroAuto in Brossard, has agreed to host our club for an open house session including a short presentation on 
their restoration expertise, the date is to be confirmed for sometime in April. For more information about Classic 
EuroAuto, please view their website at:  http://www.classiceuroauto.com/ 
 
Tuesday April 11, 2006 – First of the season Member meeting at 8:00 pm 
Location: Chez Tom Snabl 
4861 Madison Avenue 
Montreal; Tel: 514-487-1803 
  
Sunday May 28, 2006 – Hudson British Car Show  
Starting with Breakfast at one of our members 
More details to follow – reserve the date on your calendar. 
 
June 10-11, 2006 – all day - Sommet des Légendes 
Description: Vintage car races at the circuit Mont Tremblant. 
More info: http://www.lecircuit.com/en/events.htm 
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Saturday July 15, 2006 – Ottawa British Car day 
Location: Brittania Beach Park, Nepean 
Time:  Saturday 10:00 am to 4:00 pm 
More info: www.ovtc.net 
 
 
Saturday/Sunday July 29-30, 2006 – Granby International Auto show 
Description:     Over 2000 antique cars, 30000 visitors, auction for 100 cars, 400 merchants. 
Location:         Parc Daniel-Johnson, Granby 
Time:               Saturday 8:00 am to 5:00 pm, Sunday 8:00 am to 3:00 pm 
Organized by: V.A.G (Voitures Anciennes de Granby) 
More info:        www.vagi.qc.ca/gi.html 
 
Saturday Sept 9, 2006– British Car and Motorcycle day at the Rockburn Pub in Hinchinbrook, Québec 
Description:     An informal fun event at an old style English pub in the apple grower “south-west townships”   
   country side. Last year over 100 vehicles attended, plus many motorcycles as well 
Location:          Ye Olde Pub in Rockburn, Quebec 
Time:               11:00 am onwards, Pub opens at lunch time, people stay for lunch, or all afternoon. 
Organized by:  Montreal MG club 
More info:        More details to follow, we may organize a convoy like last year. 
 
Saturday/Sunday Sept 16-17, 2006 – British Invasion, Stowe, Vermont 
TRIUMPH is the featured marque this year, let’s join in great numbers!!! 
Description:     The best car event in the East with over 500 British cars, a must participate event on Saturday.  

Pre-registration before September 1st is required. (refer to web-site). Usually 10 or more Montreal        
 Club members attend. Register early if you want to ensure to receive your gift pack. 

Location:         Weeks Hill Road, special events field, Stowe, Vermont 
Time:               Participants for Saturday must arrive between 8:30 am to 10:00 am to be allowed on the field   
  with your car. As visitors you may arrive anytime. The day event closes approx 5:00 pm,  
Organized by: Chris Francis and Michael Gaetano  
More info:        www.britishinvasion.com 
  
Sunday Sept 17, 2006 - Toronto Triumph Club British Car Day 
Description:     This is the largest all British event in North America with over 1000 cars 
Location:         Bonte Creek Park, near Oakville, Ontario (20 miles west of Toronto) 
Time:               10:00 am onwards 
Organized by: Toronto Triumph club (TTC) 
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A cool new tool, enjoy! 
  
http://media.putfile.com/Impact-Wrench  

�
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As you all know a couple of years ago we changed the format of “when your club dues are payable.”  The 
decision was to have everyone due at the start of the driving season, i.e. 1st of April. 
Please don’t put this off, send your check, money order for $20.00 to: 
 
Club Automobile TRIUMPH Canada Inc 
PO Box 871 Pointe Claire - Dorval 
Quebec, Canada  
H9R 4Z6 
 
We still have a good supply of Club business cards.  I find these an excellent way to introduce people to our 
community and raise awareness of the Club’s existence.  I will bring a supply to the meeting so if you would 
like some to hand out please let me know.�
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The guys might enjoy this video clip; the ladies may enjoy it even more. 
  
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=3593391196630187578&q=Top+Gear 
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��� www.britishcarweek.org 
 

British Car Week has become an annual tradition that occurs during the last full week of May. This 
celebrated week has been chosen as a commemoration for the wonderful British automobiles of the past, 
and their enthusiastic owners, who have so proudly kept them maintained for all to see and appreciate 
many years after their production. This special week is intended for all British car owners to get their 
British cars out on the roads in their little corner of the world, and give them the exposure they so rightly 
deserve. While not only heightening the awareness of these charming vehicles for new enthusiasts, it will 
also help assure their preservation for many years to come for others to appreciate.  
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Here is something many of us will be interested in: 
 
You can now re-license your stored vehicle with the SAAQ from your 
computer. Go to: www.saaq.gouv.qc.ca 
 
Under the “SAAQ clic Online Services” heading in the left hand box,  

  
Click on “license your stored vehicle for road use” and follow the instructions.  
The online services will save you lots of time and effort.  
All you need is your old registration, a credit card and your driver’s license. 
This procedure will save you many hours, and in the fall you can access the same website to store your vehicle 
and obtain your registration refund from the SAAQ by mail. 
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Sections: In the Press Jan 4th, 2006  

            BMW is working on a two-seater based of the MINI platform 
that will form the foundation of a Triumph concept car later this year and may eventually see production. This 
seemingly incredible news comes from this morning’s edition of autoindustry.co.uk and is based on information 
from Autocar’s January 3rd issue. For those that might not be aware, along with BMW’s purchase of Rover 
back in the mid-90s came a handful of old British brands such as Triumph. At the time it had been rumored that 
the MINI would be the first of several brands coming back to life. However it was assumed these plans were 
shelved when Rover was broken up and sold by BMW in 2000. Here’s an excerpt from the article: 

Reviewing the unconfirmed news that BMW Group design team is working in California on a two-seater sports 
car derivative of the current MINI platform, Autocar’s January 3rd issue speculates that the car, “close to 
getting the green light for production”, could become a concept vehicle later this year, and eventually, could be 
marketed under the Triumph brand. 
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A VERY SPECIAL 2000cc - 1949 TRIUMPH ROADSTER 
CHASSIS NO TRA110 ONE OF THE OLDEST MODELS IN THE WORLD  
�
�

                        
  

                        
 

The owner claimed that this was one of the finest Triumph’s ever offered for sale on e-Bay. 

This is a ground up restoration with a tubular steel chassis, ash frame and aluminum body apart from front 
wings which are steel. Always finished in the top three at the many shows it was taken in North-West England, 
with lots of trophies to prove it. After lots of enquiries with the British National Motor Museum, the car had 
five previous owners and was also traced to its original owner who lived in Edinborough Scotland, hence the 
GSF217 plate registration. The car is painted in the original luminour green color and finish. 

The auction (eBay # 4615056065) closed on Feb 26th, with 6 bidders and a selling price of £14,600 or $29,350 
Canadian; probably not a bad deal for a car of this quality. 

Triumph Roadster 2000, 1948-1949  
The Triumph 2000 Roadster is of particular interest to the Triumph enthusiast, as it is the immediate 
predecessor to the well-known TR2-TR8 series of sports cars. A lesser known distinction for the car is that it 
was the last production car to feature a rumble seat. (A "dickey seat" in England.)  

The 2000 Roadster is essentially the same as the prior Triumph 1800 Roadster, with minor changes, and the 
Standard Vanguard 2088cc engine.  
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- Place your ad here, contact the editor   
 
- Differential Oil  - GL4 - for club members – call Alcide Lessard at 450-689-4440 
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I would imagine that most if not all of our Triumphs have successfully marked their spots on our garage floors, 
therefore in keeping with this time honoured practice.............  
 
Tech Tip #1 for 2006 – Oil Leaks 
To demonstrate the integrity of his Hispano-Suiza cars, Marc Birkigt would drive a production model from 
Paris to Cannes and back and then park on a white linen sheet with nothing else showing but tire marks. Our 
Triumph’s were never built to be maintained to the exacting standards of M. Birkigt, but they can be maintained 
or rebuilt so that it will never commit an indiscretion on your or a friend's driveway. 

The valve cover is the most likely spot to spring a leak and often requires no more than a bit of tightening or 
renewal of the fiber washers underneath the locknuts. If you do a fair amount of work on your car, the valve 
cover will be on and off several times a summer. The standard valve cover gasket is ok for a new engine. For a 
more mature vehicle, you will have to straighten a few warps & bows before installing a new gasket. 

Oil leaking from the bottom of the engine is probably due to loose oil pan screws or an oil pan gasket that has 
reached retirement age. Put the car on axle stands and try tightening the bolts holding the pan to the bottom of 
the block If this doesn't stop the flow of oil, then there's no way around the problem except to put the car back 
up on stands, drain the oil, drop the pan and clean off the old gasket. This is an afternoon's job since the TR 
chassis has no cross-members to make removal of the pan interesting. Clean the pan of sludge while it's off and 
check small end and main bearing clearances, if oil pressure has been low. The gasket should be assembled 
between the pan and block with Permatex or other sealant, remembering that the number of holes is different on 
the front and back of the block 
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Another place oil leaks from the engine is the timing chain cover, either around the gasket or at the front oil seal 
In any case, the fan has to come off to remove the cover, which also means that the radiator must be removed. 

Since the crankcase and valve cover gaskets are the biggest ones on the engine, they will often spring an oil leak 
through no fault of their own. If the PCV valve (top and rear of engine on the carburetor side) is blocked or the 
hoses in or out are kinked, then pressure from combustion products leaking past piston rings (engine blow-by) 
can build up inside the engine and force oil out. Since these two gaskets show the longest face to the interior of 
the engine, then they are most likely to leak. Cleaning the PCV valve and ensuring the hoses are open is an 
essential part of eliminating oil leaks. Earlier TR engines vented blow-by directly to the air through an oil filler 
cap filled with metal mesh. While this efficiently removed the crankcase gases, it also took a fair amount of oil 
with it, depositing them on the engine and other places in the engine compartment. There's no hope for an 
engine in this state except to go for a ring job�  
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(submit your favourite picture here) 
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Putting a newsletter together with the help of stories and pictures submitted by members is a lot of fun; I welcome all the 
help we can get. Your collaboration is most welcome and very much appreciated.  
The April newsletter will feature an update on Don Elliott’s TR3A renovation project. 
Volunteers who would like to organize a club event would most welcome, please contact Tom or Arnold. 
As always our attempt is to continue keeping you informed on news items and events in the club which will make all of us 
enjoy driving these great automobiles. Have a great spring!! 
(arnold.van-nieuwburg@hp.com) 
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These products can be viewed on our Club website: www.rucompatible.com/triumphmtl 
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Montreal Triumph Club:     www.rucompatible.com/triumphmtl 
Rendez-vous des Anglaises du Québec:  www.carvaq.org 
Ottawa Valley Triumph Club:     www.ovtc.net 
Toronto Triumph Club:     www.torontotriumph.com 
Other club links:     http://www.rucompatible.com/triumphmtl/links.htm 
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Barry Shefner TR2-3-4 website - Montreal  www.rucompatible.com/triumph 
The Triumph Home Page –UK    www.team.net/www/triumph 
Vintage Triumph Register VTR – USA   www.vtr.org  
Triumph Bulletin Board     www.british-cars.co.uk/triumph/ 
British Car Forum     www.britishcarforum.com 
British Car Week     www.britishcarweek.org 
Spitfire and GT6 Magazine    www.triumphspitfire.com 
Spitfire and GT6 Megasite    www.teglerizer.com/triumphstuff/index.html 
Spitfire NL      www.triumphspitfire.nl 
International Spitfire database    http://members.cox.net/spitlist/index.html 
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Chris Hollum Imports - Lachine    514-639-4639  
Clément & Richard Boies Inc - St-Léonard   514-328-8868  
Long Motors (Victoria British) - USA   800-255-0088 or: www.longmotor.com 
Mario Boies Inc - Brossard    450-444-2900 or: www.marioboies.com 
Moss Motors - USA     800-667-7872 or: www.mossmotors.com 
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Brittanicar - Lachine (Len)     514-336-6661 len.bell@sympatico.ca 
Britauto - Lachine (Jon Nichols)     514-634-6330 britauto@jonnichols.com 
Centre Automobile Coventry - St-Léonard (Sylvain)   514-983-3910 
Garage Serge - Montréal (Serge Attar)    514-875-6890 
Bernard Belavance      514-592-7818 makes house calls only 
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